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The Slovak Republic is a small inland country ie trentre of Europe LS u{”{’(
With thetotal area of 49,038 square kilometrest is a small country, i E‘:_'& S
i.e. only a bit larger than for instance Nethergndenmark orff -‘-w'.’r-tr,.f]
Switzerland. In spite of being a small country, v@kia is rich in -

diversity of its natural assets — its area spréema mountain peaks and deep valleys and gorges
covered mostly by meadows and forests in the nurtfertile lowlands with intensive farming
fields in the south. It is located in tkastern part of the European Union neighbouring with five
other countries: Hungary (679 km), Poland (597,9,kGzech Republic (265 km), Austria (127,2
km), and Ukraine (98 km).

The terrain topography of Slovakia is typical fter variation in altitude. The difference betweea th
highest peak(Gerlachovsky Stit 2654 m a.s.l. in High Tatrasyl ahelowest point (Streda nad
Bodrogom 94 m a.s.l. in the south-eastern partlovekia, at the point, where the Bodrog River
leaves the area of Slovakia) answers for greag¢miffces in climate and consequently flora, fauna
and soil types. The peaks in High Tatras are tlghdst in the whole Carpathian Arch and the
highest in Europe north of the Alps. The majorityakes in Slovakia are of glacier origin. Slovakia
has numerous mineral springs and abundant groundwater reserves. While mingnahgs are
dispersed all over the country, the largest growtdwreserves are in the Danube sediments,
especially under the river island called Zitny ogt(between the Danube and the Small Danube) in
the south-western Slovakia. About 96 % of the akahe country belongs to thBlack Sea
drainage basinand only about 4 % to the Baltic Sea drainagenbasbout one quarter of the
territory of Slovakia is protected as a naturalkpar nature reserve or other small-scale protected
area form. The shares of the individlehd use categorien the total area of the country are as
follows: forest 40,8 %, arable land 29,4 %, gras$ld7,8 %, permanent cultures (gardens,
orchards, vineyards, hop-gardens) 2,5 %, builtamgl land courtyards 4,5 %, water area 1,9 % and
other land 3,0 %.

The area of the Slovak republic is divided intodBnénistrative regions and 79 districts. Tiodal
population of Slovakia is5,389,180inhabitants (as of 1st January 2006), with plogulation
density of about 110 inhabitants per square kilometre. Tiegority of people is of Slovak
nationality and the largest minority is that of Kanians living in the southern Slovak borderland
(9,7 %). Other major nationalities include Roma7 (%), Czech (0.8 %), Ruthenian (0.4 %),
Ukrainian (0.2 %) and German (0.1 %). Based onrésellts of the census carried out in 2001,
Slovakia can be characterized as a Catholic counté® % of its population adhere to Roman
Catholic Church.
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1% September 2007: Excursion through the borderland sthe Slovak capital

Pavol Hurbanek

Devin (population: 1000) is an ancient, morphologicatyl separate small settlement within the
territory of the capital. It developed at the comefice of the Danube and the Moravia rivers and is
situated on the current Austrian border line. itkeamong the most important archaeological sites
in Slovakia. The Devin Castle locks the so calleslib Gate, a natural location serving as the
western gateway into the Hungarian Kingdom.

Devin castle ruins on a cliff above the Danube
River.

Source:
http://www.historia.sk/hrad/images/hd_mmba.jpg

The castle rock has been a strategic point folesedint since the Neolithic, for the Celts and
the Romans. The first written record dates from71Z8small village under the castle evolved in a
true market and artisan town with fishermen, pstteshoemakers and winemakers (since 1254) who
competed increasingly with Bratislava, a town wsimilar conditions located several kilometers
down the river. In 1568 it became separated froendhstle owners by Maximilian. In the ™9
century, a quarry in the east part of the town wpsened for the purpose of regulation of the
Danube's banks. The castle saw its last days i@ #86ing one of Napoleon’s invasions. Thé"20
century history remembers the 1938-1945 periothénAustrian part of Germany which terminated
the town's fragile multicultural German-Hungaridion&k-Jewish-Croatian past. The area was
returned to Bratislava in 1946.

The settlement remains still in a sharp contrasth® city due to its preserved rural
character. The hilly surrounding currently beloagsong the most popular recreation areas for both
locals and tourists, offering history, hiking, waeds or walks. It has the right combination of
potentials to develop into a true high-end residéidcation in the future.

Devinska Nova Vegpopulation: 15 400) is another of Bratislava’s ieis located at the western

border which is formed by the river Moravia. Thétlsenent was subject to the rule of the Devin
Castle and was mentioned first in 1451, but itrisvpd to have existed since the Neolithic. The
village later accepted a strong immigration of @da the 18 century. Two centuries later a sand
guarry was opened in what is nowadays the natserve of Sandberg above the village. After the
area of present Slovakia became the economicallst m@gressive part of Hungarian Kingdom,
the village flourished as it lay directly on theevina-Bratislava connection (railway from 1848). A
WWI battle between the Czechoslovak and Hungamaops in 1918 points also to the strategic
importance of its location. At the end of WWII thdlage was burned down by the retreating
German army.

It suffered also from the strong protection of bueder-line which was of high geo-strategic
importance during the Cold War, between 1955 argP1% was one of the escape routes to the
West civilization across the Moravia in that tinie.1972 the village became one of the official
parts of Bratislava. A new car-manufacturing plesats built, privatized later in the 1990s by the
Volkswagen AG. The industry brought also the 1980astruction of one of the last socialist
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housing estates in the capital. Devinska Nova ¥&till located at the major railway and motorway
lines connecting the country to Austrian and Czewtropolises. Transport is one of the worst
problems due to poor infrastructure. Public tramspoakes use of several bus services which
operate between the quarter and the distant cittecand a new tram extension is planned for the
future.

Petrzalka (population: 115 200) is Bratislava’s largest baoults existence was first recorded in
1225. Originally it was inhabited by mercenariesguard duty. Later, it became a recreation area
connected with the city in 1891 when the firstwaiy bridge was built. This German-Hungarian-
Slovak village was annexed by Germany on the bafstee Munich agreement. After WWII the
area was returned to Bratislava.

Located on the right bank of the Danube it congiststly of socialist high-rise apartment
buildings built after 1977. Petrzalka is a functbst structure organized along the axis of former
Danube’s Croatian Channel. It is connected to éfiedank and the city center by five bridges. It
belongs to areas with the highest population dgnsitCentral Europe. Primarily, it remains
residential with most people living in panel-blo¢louses (concrete panels bolted on steel
framework), typical for the whole of the Socialdbc. Due to only partial realization of original
ideas and general shortage during the period efdatialism a clearly defined center of the area
has not been developed. Petrzalka was perceivetlynassan area of extremely high crime rate
during the 1990s.

The satellite view of a part of the PetrZzalka bayou

Source: http://www.tenzor.cz/zajeby/blog/satelitipaka.jpg

Since the beginning of the 1990s, new functionsehasen increasingly implemented and it
has gained the signs of standard urban environfhmversity of Economics, Incheba Expo area,
shopping centers as the Aupark mall, several offm@plexes, and even the Champions League
soccer club). Petrzalka is located at a major makonal motorway junction which attracted a
massive commercial development. The railway staserves mostly international traffic to/from
Vienna and Budapest. Public transport connectirity wWie center relies still on provisional bus
lines. Construction of a subway in 1989 was stoppad, instead, a high-speed tram line is
currently proposed.
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Ruzinov (population: 69 700) is a district in the flat epart of Bratislava, it redevelops fast earlier
generations of socialist housing estates which badinally replaced meadows, pastures,
grasslands and woodland, interspersed with islandschannels of the Danube. The people living
here traditionally worked in agriculture. The fistttled area was located in the southern part, on
the site of the current refinery. Another origindglage, Prievoz, is one of the fastest developing
parts of the area today. A manor house in Priexamn the end of the f9century is one of the few
outstanding historical, mostly industrial objeatsthe area. During the Y%entury, its character
totally disappeared with new factories built in Hrea.

During and after the socialist regime, Ruzinov Ipeeaa prominent location for
manufacturing, market, businesses and other fumgtieg. the oil-refinery Slovnaft, the cargo port
or the Bratislava city airport are located hereadpgrom the chemical industry it hosts food-
processing and construction. In spite of its intemsndustrial character, several parts of the area
remain relatively green. Ruzinov has several lakests territory with an important role in
recreation and sports, including Zlaté Piesky, iBlata’'s major summer resort. An excellent
perspective for further local development is basmd objectively advantageous economic
foundations. The postindustrial area neighborintp wie Old Town in the west quickly develops in
a new commercialized high-rise CBD. The space ctoséhe riverfront and the new National
Theater attracts large international investmentsatestate.

Gab¢ikovo - Nagymaros Dams(more exactly Gabkovo - Nagymaros Waterworks) is a large
barrage project on the river Danube. Only a pathefproject has been finished - under the name
Galikovo Dam/Waterworks.

The main dam of the Géikovo - Nagymaros
structure close t@'unovo village.

Source: Pavol Hurbanek

The project, involving Hungary and Czechoslovakias agreed on September 16, 1977
(“Budapest Treaty”). The treaty envisioned a cross-border barragéesydbetween the towns
Galtikovo in Czechoslovakia and Nagymaros in Hungartye Hams would eliminate regular
floodings (like those disastrous ones in 1954 &@®b) and provide clean source of electric power.
They would also allow year-long navigability of ther and serve as a part of Rhine-Main-
Danube Canal. The plan was to divert part of therrinto an artificial canal at Dunakiliti (a vitle
in Hungary) to the hydroelectric power plant neabfkovo (eight turbines, 720 MW). The canal
would return the water into deepened original el and at Nagymaros a smaller dam and power-
plant (158 MW) would be constructed. The plant iabtkovo was to be a peak-power plant and
the dam in Nagymaros, about 100 km downstream tevisit fluctuations of the water level.

In 1981 Hungary asked for the project tp be slowed down becausEohomic problems.
In 1984 a movement protesting against the damthe "Danubian Circle”, was founded. The
argument against the dam was its danger to theamaent and to the water supply of Budapest.
After intensive campaign the project became wide#yed as a symbol of the old communist
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regime. In 1989 the Hungarian government decidestigpend it.

The Czechoslovak government, though being presseabandon the project, decided to
switch to an alternative solution on a smaller sq&hown as "Variant C"). The artificial canal
would be started afunovo, a village in Slovakia, and the Gédmvo power-plant would operate in
run-of-the-river mode with no water level fluctuati The construction started in 1991. In May
1992 Hungary terminated the treaty from 1977. ItoBer 1992 diversion of a part of the water into
the canal started. Both sides held their positiditee dispute was submitted, in 1993, to the
International Court of Justice in The Hague. Heggim the case were held between 3 March and
15 April 1997, the Court paying a site visit (thestfever in its history) to the site of constrocti In
its sentence from September 1997 the Court sthtgbth sides breached their obligation and that
the 1977 Budapest Treaty is still valid. The Humgagovernment was initially willing to continue
with the Nagymaros part (or its equivalent) but Vi@ased to abandon the idea. In 1998 the Slovak
government turned to the International Court, desivan the Nagymaros part to be built. The
international dispute is still unresolved (as 00@D In the meantime the "Variant C" construction
continued: in 1992 th€unovo reservoir was filled, the secondary strustugeich as the power-
plant) were finished and made operational by 199& threat of ecological catastrophe did not
materialize during the following years; on the cang, the Danube woods surrounding the area
have been saved from draining observed in the past.

Technical parameters:

« Area of theCunovo reservoir is 40 km2, on the Slovak side dttlg original HruSov-Dunakiliti
reservoir was to be 60 K The operational water level 131.1 meters abeeelevel (minimal and
maximal levels are 129 and 131.5 m respectively).

* The power station has eight vertical Kaplan turbiwéh runners 9.3 m in diameter and a
maximum capacity of 90 MW each. Total capacityd® MW at operational discharge of 4000
m®/s. Water level differences are 24 and 12.88 m.

« The original river channel has discharge betwedh-Z00 ni/s.

* Two navigation locks were built. A bypass canal Wéndle floodings.

The Gabikovo Hydroelectric Power Station produces 2600 GMWhlectricity annually, making it
the largest hydroelectric plant in Slovakia.
It covers around 11% of electricit
consumption of the country.

A n 4 4

A satellite view of the Galkovo -
Nagymaros Dams.

Source: www.mapy.cz, modified
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2" September: The Drive-through Z&horie Lowland
Monika Kopecka

Zahorie (Transmountain region) is the region situatedhi@ western part of the Slovak republic
next to the frontier with Austria and the Czech &djz. Historically and geographically it includes
the districs of Senica, Malacky, Skalica a Myjavae territory is limited in the west by the state
frontier with Austria and it runs along the riverokdva while in the north-west and south-west its
borders coincide with the frontier with the CzechpBblic and the ridge of Malé Karpaty Mts.
(Little Carpathians). The territory consists of théhorska nizina lowland, which borders on the
Dolnomoravsky Uval dell and the Biele Karpaty Mis.the north. Zahorie, due to its favoured
geographical position and friendly climatic conaiits is one of the territories with the earliest
settlement in Slovakia. Its position was especiaiportant in the Celtic and Germanic periods, as
well as in the time of the Great Moravian EmpirdteAthe Kingdom of Hungary was estalished,
Zahorie found itself in the periphery and lostptsvileged position. After the World War Il when
numerous industrial firms originated there and femsnwere joined into the newly founded co-
operative, Zahorie experienced a period of devetagnwhich, however, did not include the
villages and towns lying along the CzechoslovakiAas border because of the effects of the Iron
Curtain.

Borska nizinais a part of Zahorska nizina lowland, a continuaxgs of blown sands and dunes.
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An example of a sand dune in Zahorska lowland.

Zahorska Bystrica (population: 2400) is a small district in the newikst of Bratislava with
extensively preserved rural architecture and se#te character. The first mention dates back to
1208, but the area had been settled since thefaipe €elts and Romans. A later archaeological
site proves old Moravian settlement. The villagénessed also Croatian immigration dating back
to the 18 century. Having different owners, the village veaparated into two parts in 1515, but
the economic activity of its people (agricultureaft) survived surprisingly long. Zahorska Bystrica
was the important production base for lime, wiaper and meat. Since 1647, the village opened
trade with wine, a privilege traditionally belongito towns only. In 1866, the area stepped into the
history with a massive Austrian-Prussian battlee Tillage was strongly connected with Vienna.
Trade with agricultural products made it the waakhcommunity in the wider area, which can be
deduced from the fact that it was fully electrifie@d1928 and it had a movie theater in 1936, even a
post office and phone connection. It remained mdssaof the private ownership of nobility until the
end of WWII.
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It became a part of Bratislava in 1972. Construncaetivity was banned between the years
1967 and 1990 because of plans to develop therth@mBratislava's housing estate, fortunately
abandonned after the end of the socialist era. [bbation under the Carpathian slopes with
beautiful nature offers much opportunity for hikiagd sports. Recently, the quarter became one of
the best examples of modern residential develomniom the late 1990s in the whole country
thanks to extensive construction of villa houses.

Malacky (17 800 inhabitants) is the main settlement of Barsizina lowland. The town was
developed from the sentry settlement situated erfrthntier of the Kingdom of Hungary where the
royal family of Arpads invited the tribe of Secufesm Transylvania to guard the frontier. Malacky
developed as a yeoman town with the rights to marked fairs after 1573. Founding the first
manufacture producing wool cloth contributed to tben's development. New industrial firms,
established after World War 11, were the impetusolwhincreased population of Malacky by more
than ten thousand. Important land use changes gluhe last decade were connected with
construction of a wood-processing factory.

Plavecky Peter isa village which was established probably in théh1dr the 12th century when
the Polovci (Cumans) guarded the borders of thé@dey of the Hungarian state. The first word in
the name stems from a watrrior tribe of PolovciRtavci) invited to this territory by the Hungarian
king after the Tatar invasion in 1241. Their tas&s to protect the frontiers of the Hungarian
kingdom. Plavecky Peter is a farming settlemenictipof western Slovakia with distinct examples
of folk architecture. It is represented by tradia construction from clay, which was in the past
widespread in the flat southern and western Slaas a counterpart to the wooden villages of the
mountainous Slovak north. The old heart of theagdl is comprised of a double-row hamlet which
in the center lenticularly expands around the dmurc

Old village houses in Plavecky Peter.

The originally renaissance Roman-Catholic Churclstd. Peter and Paul the Apostles that was
build in 1600 and rebuilt in the Baroque style #12 is also a part of the cultural heritage area .

Plavecky hrad (castle ruing appears in many legends and offers a wonderfew vof the
surrounding area. It used to serve as a royal igombrt built in the years 1256-1273. Imperial
troops damaged the castle in 1707 and it gradgabyged into ruins. Its tower, the remains of the
palace of the upper castle and large bastionseofawer castle survive. The ruins of the castle
standing on a steep hill (400m) at the foothills M&lé Karpaty Mts. present an impressive
silhouette and are a favourite tourist destination.
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Ruins of the Plavecky castle.

Sastin-Straze- a pilgrim place situated in northern part of Slgr nizina lowland, where people
come to see the statue of the Virgin Mary. Sinceptidg Christianity, the Slovak people have
maintained the cult of worshiping Our Lady of Seveowho became the patroness of Slovakia. She
was proclaimed Patron Saint of Slovakia by a deofeBope Pius Xl. in 1927. There are 1267
churches consecrated to the Virgin Mary in Slovakig of which 219 are to Our Lady of Sorrows.
The church of the churches consecrated to Our b&®prrows is the national shrine in Sastin.

The basilica is visited by pilgrims, not only fro®lovakia but also from abroad. The
beginning of pilgrimages is connected with the y&&64; it was in this year that Angelika
Bakicova, the wife of the lord of Sastin, Count ImrickoBora, made a statue of Our Lady of
Sorrows. It was a symbol of gratitude and a pronie@eanswering pleas concerning her family
woes. Later, the statue was placed for public wpréhto a trihedral chapel, which still stands
today. Public veneration of the gracious late gothirenaissance statue of the Virgin Mary (Pieta)
from 1564 was confirmed by the Archbishop of Ostnihin 1732. Archbishop Imrich Eszterhazy,
after examining 726 miracles, solemnly declaredsthéue to be miraculous in front of many clerics
and 20,000 pilgrims.

The building of the grand pilgrimage church in 8astarted in 1736. The church was built
in the baroque style and consecrated at the pres#riEmpress Maria Theresa and Emperor Franz |
of Lotharingia. It has six side altars; it is 6llang and 23 m wide. The gracious statue was placed
at the main altar in 1764. The national shrine aof Oady of Sorrows in Sastin was given the title
the Basilica Minor by the Pope Paul VI. in 1964eTBasilica includes the late baroque premises of
the monastery and a sculpture of St. Trinity. Trenastery and the Basilica are administered by the
Salesian order. The national pilgrimage takes pleze on the 15th September, the festival day of
Our Lady of Sorrows, Patron Saint of Slovakia, whig at present also an official bank holiday in
Slovakia.
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Czechia My fas
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Czechia (official nam&zech Republig is an inland Central Europe
country with the total area of 78 860 kand population of 10.2 millio
(2001). Its GDP (22 000 USD per capita in PPP)bigva average o
the world level and the second highest (after Sim)eamong the post
communist countries.

Czechia consists of two main historical parts,lanis” — Bohemia in the west and Moravia (with
the “Czech” Silesia) in the east. Both parts haamtral lowland (between 200 and 300 metres a.s.l.)
surrounded by highlands and mountain ranges, ttresge a typical fringe around the republic. The
highest peaks are &ka (1602 m. a.s.l.) in Bohemia and R&dq1491 m. a.s.l.) in Moravia.
Typical landscapes of Czechia are however genttiulating hills and highlands between 300 and
700 m. a.s.l. The largest of them is the Bohemiamwavian Highland in the centre of the republic —
the so-called “Inner Periphery”. Differences bothnatural (climate, soils) and socio-economic
features (land use, population density, spatiabsggness) thus stem basically from differences in
altitude.

The country has important stocks of coal in twogdarbasins — black coal in the North
Moravian/Silesian basin and brown coal in the N&tihemian basin. Moreover, Czechia is the last
European producer of uranium.

Up until the 11" century, the population was prevailingly Czecteihnicity and was concentrated
in the two main lowlands, the rest of the counteynly covered with forests (90 % of the territory
around 1000 AD). After that the “Medieval colonipat’ started, and gradually, higher altitudes
were settled and made open for agriculture, esipediatween the 12 and 14" centuries. The
colonists were mostly of German origin. Consequetitle share of forest gradually declined to 28
% in 1880s and the Germans created the most impaatianic minority with the share of almost 30
% of the whole population in the first half of tB&" century, inhabiting mostly cities and mountain
border regions. Another economically important camity was formed by the Jews.

The “Czech lands” saw their biggest political imjaoice in the 18 and 14 centuries. Economy
was based on agriculture and fishing in ponds. Hewea decline of political influence followed,
culminating during the three centuries of “Dark €sh when the country became a part of the
Habsburg Empire (1620 — 1918). On the other hdrecountry profited from its large coal stocks,
favourable central position close to Germany, malitstability and multi-ethnic character during
the industrial era (approx. 1850 — 1950) when ttapee the centre of industry of the Habsburg
Empire and one of the most industrialised and dagesl countries in the world. Heavy and
machinery industry, typical for the area, was comeed in large cities and coal basins.

After the independence of Czechoslovakia (1918),gblden economic era continued during the
so-called “First Republic”. A gradual decline seartduring the crises in the 1930s and WWII — the
Jewish population was destroyed and the Germamsd@mately 3 mil.) expelled, leaving large
border areas empty and forever underused. The comtmera (1948 — 1989) meant a tragedy in
political, economic and environmental sense. Thanty started to recover after the Velvet
Revolution (1989), the most important events bganging NATO (1997) and EU (2004). Today,

in times of political and economic stability, theuntry experiences an unprecedented economic
growth.
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The environment, seriously damaged during communssovly recovers as well. In terms of land
use, the area of forests (today 34 % of total aaeal) permanent grasslands (12 %) grows to the
detriment of arable land (38 %), especially in {Es®ured areas (border mountains). However,
large areas of arable land lay unused or fallowr{eded between 1/10 and 1/5 of arable land), both
in the mountains and around cities where many eynpdmt opportunities exist other than in
agriculture. Moreover, large areas of agricultlaad, especially on fertile soils around citiesg ar
being developed and built-up, both for resider(saburbanisation) and economic (industrial parks,
logistic centres, transport lines) purposes.
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2" September: Excursion to Lednice-Valtice Cultural Landscape

Petr Mares

The Lednice-Valtice area, sometimes called "Thed&arof Europe" and included in the list of
UNESCO world heritage sites since 1996, is a reatdekexample of human ability to transform
the environment. We can see almost 200 square &tlesrof completely rebuilt landscape here; the
traditional agricultural parts combined with catBfumanaged artificial elements. Ponds, forests
and vineyards with parks, gardens and architecabmonuments designed in a very responsive and
pleasing way.

Lednice-Valtice area e
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Rough demarcation of the Lednice-Valtice Culturah&cape area

Map source: www.mapy.cz

The present appearance and contemporary functidimecdirea is the result oflang-term
co-evolutional process between nature and human gety. This part of South Moravia was
inhabited by man from the very beginning, firstrsigf human activity can be dated as far back as
to the late Pleistocene, some 30 000 years adgbetdays of mammoth hunters.

The agrarian cultivation itself started relativebarly here compared with the rest of
Czechia, the lowlands of South Moravia were likatgg" for the Neolithic type of management
spreading from the Near East through the Balkariked\Northern parts of the country (7 500 years
ago). In the course of history several tribedexthere. Celts (2 450 years ago), Germans (Roman
times) and finally Slavs (600 AC) slowly continuedth the cultivation of the landscape from its
primarily "moor land appearance" towards the rorsd.
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The park around Lednice chateau is a
"core zone" for all the Lednice-Valtice
Cultaural Landscape

Source: www.lednice.cz

The main and generally important breakpoints caméhé middle ages, when tmeble
family of Lichtenstein (one of the richest and most powerful Aristocrdopses in the country)
took control over the area. The relation betweendtoof Lichtenstein and the South Moravia
region can be dated back to the old times of thec@&ingdom, when the Czech king Premysl
Otakar Il gave Mikulov to Jindrich from Lichtenstein 1260 in reward for his activities in war. As
time went on, the Lichtensteins - thanks to theéititees in business and their effective “marriage
policy” - managed to establish a long-term peadbénSouth Moravian region.

In 1608 Karel Eusbius from Lichtenstein decidedmake the town of Valtice into a
representative residence for the family and staitdgdnsive cultivation of the surrounding
landscape which culminated at the end of the 1&htury. In Lednice, something like the
“planning office” of the development was establgland from there central-planned urbanization
and landscape management was carried out. Vast ef@@oor lands were transformed into ponds,
among them several “english-style” romantic parkerevdesigned and throughout the landscape
many architectonical monuments (for example TuHdsiste minaret, replica of ruin of medieval
castle, a colonnade etc.) were built.

. The example of architectonical
{ monuments spread throughout the
countryside: colonade from the year
1820 (picture taken in 1930)

Source: www.radnice-valtice.cz

The traditionally rural and at the same time resiidé region got a new impulse with the
building of a railway (thé'North Ferdinand Railway" ), which in 1839 made Breclav the first
railway station in Moravia. Consequently, thanksatmnodern traffic connection several factories
grew in the surroundings, relating mostly to the@gtural production of the area: sugar refineries
fruit conservation factories etc. This dynamic depenent brought still higher prosperity to this
already rich region and still more income to thshcaffice of the Lichtenstein family.
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The town of Valtice before WWII with its Majoritiy@erman-speaking inhabitants

Source:www.radnic-valtice.c:

Thetwo world wars affected the development of the area considerdftgr WWI, as the
border between newly founded Czechoslovakia (19b8) Austria led close to Valtice, the region
which had previously been in the middle of the Aiast Empire found itself on the margin on the
Czechoslovak side of the border. That was, of aguasbig problem for the German-speaking
population. Although the area is historically Magay, the administration of Lichtenstein family
had in time attracted many workers from Austrias tAe result, many south Moravian villages had
a majority of German-speaking inhabitants, who setl obedience to the new Czechoslovak
republic and who had to be overruled by Czecho&lawasions.

A somewhat reversed situation appeared before Wwhidn Hitler used the Czechoslovak
German-speaking minority as a pretext for startihg occupation of Czechoslovakia. Czech
inhabitants were expelled from the border villaged transported to other parts of Czechia.

Immediately after WWII, in 1945, all theroperty of Lichtenstein family was confiscated

(in response to their collaboration with Nazi Genyathe Lichtensteins had logically always been
more loyal to the Germans than to the Czech cas)tand the family moved out. In this way a
more than 650 years long period of continuous pasps activity of this noble family in the region
came to its end. Recently, the Lichtensteins haed to claim some parts of the property, but it
appears to be a very difficult question: standastitution procedures after 1989 relate only to the
communist period (1948-1989), earlier state intetioms with private property are not discussed in
the law (in the past, there were several wavenofiscation for different reasons and on different
scales). It is a general question whether the s$tasethe right to interfere with private property
when the extent or form of such private property zstrict or endanger the community on a higher
level.

It must be also mentioned that the origins of nuddtichteinsein’s Moravian property can
be regarded as “unclear” or even ‘illegal”’, espigiaoncerning the activity of Karel of
Lichteinstein during the restrictions imposed ore€@r Aristocracy after the defeat of the Uprising
of Czech Nobility in 1620. Karel was an importanember of State Executive Council which
illegally confiscated most of the property of Czedbble Families and brought the prosperous
country into a total financial collapse within spears. This was the time when Lichteinsteins
completed their South-Moravian rule and made thestmexpensive landscape cultivation in
Lednice-Valtice area. Also the collaboration withZ\ Germany (directly with A. Hitler) leaves a
shadow on the operations of Lichteinstein familyCrech lands.

The end of WWII, however, was unfortunate not diolythe Lichtensteins, but also for all
the German-speaking inhabitants. They were coreidé&yuislingsand enemies of the state", their
citizenship was cancelled and they were expellethfCzechoslovakia. Most unfortunately, some
of the anti-fascists who actively fought againgt Neazis during the war were expelled as well, that
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is the calamity of collective guilt.

The Czech state was aware of the unique value®etsily gained estate, but in contrast to
many other historical monuments in Czechia it watskept in proper condition. The reason was the
vicinity of Iron Curtain and strictly prohibited heof guard band established within 2 km of the
chateau of Valtice. Nevertheless, the Lednice-Yaltirea has gradually received a reputation of the
best tourist destination in Moravia, supported bg fact that it was recognised as a UNESCO
world heritage site after the “Velvet Revolution”.

Presently, a renovation of not only the chatealdmgs and parks, but also of common
civic places throughout the villages slowly imprevine appearance and quality of life in this
border area. Nowadays, being within the EU, the bhfrontier is less visible and perhaps, along
with Czechia joining the Schengen Agreement on 8tdinber 2007 it will lose its importance at
all. The Lednice-Valtice area will be — after alhashundred years of separation — in the middle of
allied and united Europe again.
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3" September 2007: Excursion to Palava Protected Lasdape Area
Robin RaSin

The first attempts ofandscape protection and nature conservationn the Czech lands stretch
back to the 19th century. However, a modern systethe protected landscape areas has its origin
in thel950s. It was a period when the pattern ef@aech countryside was significantly changed
and influenced by the “newly” established commufasins. The first region declared as protected
and therefore partly spared from strong exploitatwas the Cesky raj* (Bohemian Paradise)
region in 1955. Later, mostly mountain regions weneler the state protection among which was
also the first national park — KrkonoSe (The Gisliountains) — in 1963.

Nowadays there are altogether 25 protected landsaapas and 4 national parks in the
Czech Republic. They are mostly located along tirddr copying the main mountain ranges.

- Protected Landscape Area

- National Park

0 50 100 150 200 Km

(Source: geoportal cenia.cz, modified)

The Palava region itself can be found in the south-east of the CzB@public. This
particular area has the longest settlement histotlge Czech lands, its first chapter was writtgn b
mammoth hunters. Centuries later a Roman militam was founded close to the village of
MoSov. Despite the long term influence of humanvégtin the area surrounding it, the Palava
massif succeeded in keeping its valuable ecosystems

In 1976 Palava became a part of the Czechoslovakonke of landscape protected areas.
The area of 83 sq km is a nature reserve and aesidtuded in the UNESC®an & Biosphere
program. Thus the PLA Pélava belongs to the Biosphere mReséBR) of Lower Morava
(established 1986, extended 2003). Apart from theld® Hills, the BR covers a wider area
consisting of the flat alluvium of the Dyje Rivemhigh is now mostly converted into agricultural
land with some remnants of floodplain meadows amebsts. Southern and eastern parts are
characterised by arable land. The largest mid-Eeaoparea of hard-wood alluvial forests and
continental flood-plain meadows (some 8000ha) esg@nved in the triangle between the town of
Breclav, the village of Tynec and the confluencehefMorava and Dyje Rivers. The central part of
the Biosphere Reserve is made up of a depressionpee by fishponds. Two dominant
ecosystems are under protection: Pannonian stéphésPalava) and temperate broadleaf forests

40



together with woodlands. The PLA itself is alsoasf international importance since it will be
involved into the EuropeadATURA 2000 project.

The core of the PLA is formed by the Pavlov Hilnsisting of limestone cliffs and steep
slopes which emerge above the flat and heavily aggeidultural land of Southern Moravia. Pélava
remained as an island of wilderness surroundeddyy ftelds. Ecosystems such as dry grass plots,
steppes, dry bushes and oak woods are the domaradgcape features, however a considerable
part has also been transformed into arable landvareyards. The variety of these ecosystems is
priceless, and unique in the Czech Republic. Tlig#$erent habitats are home environment to a
real mosaic of endangered species (both plantsaamdals). Among ecological problems which
need to be dealt with are erosion, deer outbrdalgal usage of forbidden pesticides and other.

The main limestone
range of the Pavlov
Hills in Palava PLA.

Source:
http://www.jiznimorava.cz/
breclavskol/turistika_ok/pal
ava/palava08.htm

Within the PLA twocastle ruins can be found. These ruins of mediaeval structares
called Siroti hrad and Di¥i hrad (or Rvicky). The former was founded in the second halfhef t
13th century by the Wehingen family. The castle \whandoned in the second half of the 16th
century but the exact year of the abandonment eflsa® the reason, remain unknown.

Devicky castle (www.hrady.cz) Sirot¢i hrad castle (www.hrady.cz)
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The other castle's history is only one century &nghe castle was likewise founded in the
early 13th century. Its flourishing history of tlastle as a border fortress was cut off by the
Swedish army which burned the castle down in 16H%e castle has not been resettled, and
remained abandoned.

North of Palava the Dyje river has been dammediamgyd water area (calledNovée Mlyny
dam”) emerged in 1970’s. The project has been a topidiscussions and tension between
environmentalists, fish farmers and the dam operdtee group of environmentalists would wish to
lower the dam water level in order to create arldrge swampy natural habitats; whereas the other
group would wish to increase the water level whighuld result in rise of the electricity
production. Moreover, the fish farmers often expréeeir displeasure with nesting flocks of fish-
eating birds.

At present the whole region is a well-known and yaptourist destination. Apart from
the natural heritage it has also cultural heritagd winegrowing to offer which attracts tourists
from various parts of the country and of Europe. tdad the dam remains a favourite water
recreation area no matter how strong the tensibetiseen environmental and economical interests
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3" September 2007: Sightseeing in the city of Mikulov
Jan Kabrda

Czechia can be roughly divided into two parts by an apprately east-western line crossing
Prague and Brno. The northern and north-eastets pathe country are densely populated, more
urbanised and economically developed, and conséguerore polluted and environmentally
damaged. The southern part is less populated avelaged, culturally more traditional, with a
typical settlement structure of a dense networkilliges and small towns. Most of these towns
saw their biggest importance and growth betweeri#leand 18' centuries, and then stagnation or
even decline during the industrial era of th& &2d 28 centuries. Their growth and wealth were
connected to agriculture and fishing in ponds, wiglde, and with important Czech noble families
(Rozmberk, LichtenStejn etc.). Their decline stemnfeom industrialization in the above-
mentioned northern part of Czechia and a consegemuth — northern shift of the core of the
country’s economy.

As a result, however, a beautiful medieval, Remaiss and Baroque architecture has been
preserved in these towns together with a typicaicaljural landscape around, in an undulating
terrain with a mosaic of small fields, meadows, dlaads, ponds, and even orchards and vineyards
in southern Moravia. Thanks to this picturesqueaurstand cultural heritage, these cities became
important tourist centres after the revolution 889, and some of them are protected by UNESCO.
The best-known examples aféesky Krumlov, Tal or Slavonice. Apart from tourism, their
economy is more focused on agriculture and ligldusgtry, with a higher share of small and
medium enterprises. The town of Mikulov, lying néae border with Austria, at the foothills of the
limestone massif of Palava, and at the outskirtedile Moravian lowlands, can serve as another
typical example of these towns.

The chateau and the town centre of
Mikulov

Source: www.mikulov.cz

Mikulov was founded in the ¥3century (although a settlement had existed indhés for a long
time before) in a strategic position under a borcestle from the same time. The village was
declared a town in 1410. It served as an adminigtraentre and a seat for the noble families of
Lichtenstejn (1249 — 1560) and DitrichStejn (1575945), who held large estates both in Moravia
and Austria.

The latter were very tolerant and thus a lalg&ish community (ghettg was established in
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the town, and became the largest in Moravia. Ipéask in 1840s, Jews constituted more then 40 %
of the town's population. Between thé"lgnd 14' centuries, Mikulov was an administrative centre
of Moravian Jews with the seat of the country’s Ralm those days, the population of Mikulov (as
of many other towns and cities in Moravia) was #ura mixture of Czech, German and Jewish
elements. These people of different languagegioak and habits were living next to each other in
a peaceful and culturally and economically fruitobperation.

The city of Mikulov saw its fastegirowth between the16" and 18" centuries when it
became one of the most important cities in MoraMany Latin-style Renaissance buildings were
built here, especially during the times of CardifaantiSek of DitrichStejn (1570 — 1636). An
“empire road” from Vienna to Brno, built during tHiest half of the 18 century, led through
Mikulov and supported its importance as a market made centre. More then 2.500 inhabitants
lived in Mikulov at the end of the T6century and 7.400 (4.400 Christian and 3.000 Jevésthe
end of the 18 century — it was the fifth largest city in Moraxtzen.

The town of Mikulov in theS1half of the 18 century (a military map, 1826) and nowadays (an
aerial photograph, 2006, the respective area fromalder map in the red box)

Source: www.rotrekl.cz, www.mapy.cz

A gradual decline of importanceof Mikulov started at the beginning of tA&" century
and continued throughout ti2&" century. Absence of natural resources (coal, ores) inthele
region and the railway Vienna — Brno, built in th@30s, leading through the city oféglav and
thus bypassing the once important trade centreikéilbl, resulted in the town's stagnation during
the era of industrialization of Czechia in the™1@entury. The whole Jewish community was
destroyed during WWII, and after it, the Germanf tudl the town’s remaining population was
expulsed. The socialist preference for coal minamgl heavy industry in North-Bohemian and
North-Moravian cities together with the existendehe Iron Curtain along the proximate border
with the capitalist Austria meant an era of negkatl underdevelopment between the years 1948
and 1989. However, thanks to that, no large investsmwere made in Mikulov and the historical
character of the town was preserved, although tildibgs were in a very bad state.

The post-socialist transformatiafter 1989 created new opportunities for towns in southern
Bohemia and Moravia, strengthened by their proxirtot wealthy Bavaria and Upper and Lower
Austria. On the one hand, the traditional agriaeitand light industry had to undergo a painful
transformation connected with growing unemploymént, on the other hand, the cities begun to
focus ontourism. It is based on rich cultural and natural heritaayed, more recently, the wine and
cycling tourisms have become a flourishing industryMikulov. This “boom” leads to growing
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employment in services and to a desirable renavatibthe town’s priceless architecture and
surrounding agricultural landscape. The town of Btk has almost 8.000 inhabitants today.

The historical city centre of Mikulov has been paied since 1982 by obtaining the status
of the “Town cultural heritage ared’ (Méstska pamatkova rezervgcdhe shape of the medieval
town, many historical buildings on the town squamne in the neighbouring streets and a large part
of the walls (build between the "14nd 18 centuries) have been preserved together with many
monuments in the surrounding landscape. Many mgkliwere built in a typical Latin (Italian)
style during Renaissance and express the strorigl@atraditions of the whole region. The town’s
area has generally three dominant hills — the Gloaidl, the Saint hill, and the Goat hill.
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