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1. Introduction

Kladno is a typical example of an industrial and post-industrial 
landscape in combination with a mining and post-mining land-
scape, in which coal mining ceased and which was subsequently 
affected by the decline in heavy industry. The originally medi-
eval village of Kladno, first recorded in writing at the beginning 
of the 14th century, was upgraded to a township in 1561. Until 
the end of the 18th century, the landscape had a typical agricul-
tural character, with two manorial courts and a rich network of 
ponds, typical of the time.

At the end of the 18th century, the first coal mines were 
discovered and opened for mining, and mining developed rap-
idly from the beginning of the 19th century. The horse-drawn 
railway from Prague to Lány, which transported Kladno coal 
to Prague, also contributed to this. The turning point and the 
greatest boom in coal mining occurred in the middle of the 19th 
century. In 1846, the main Kladno coal seam was discovered 
and further discoveries followed after 1850. In 1854, the Kladno 
Ironworks was established and it became the most important 
industrial complex of the 19th century in the whole of Bohemia. 
At that time Kladno was called the Czech California or also 
the Czech Manchester. This had a far-reaching influence on the 
transformation of rural agricultural landscape. The development 
of coal mining and the influx of labour was followed by the 
establishment of workers’ and miners’ colonies near the shafts. 
The town of Kladno itself (promoted to the town status in 1870) 
was surrounded by mining enterprises and colonies, e.g., in Hni-
dousy near the Ronna mine, in Čabárna and in Pchery near the 
Theodor mine. Other colonies were established in Dubí, Dříně 
and Buštěhrad. North of the town (Hnidousy), large tailings 
heaps were created.

With the exhaustion of some important mines and the 
decline of mining by the end of the 19th century, the ironworks 
became the main economic force of Kladno. The system of mines 
thinned out, while industrial complexes expanded. The popula-
tion of Kladno and its parts (Dubí, Hnidousy – today Švermov) 
increased significantly.

This growth and industrial boom of Kladno, interrupted by 
a crisis, continued into the 20th century. In the Communist era, 
heavy industry was initially supported. While coal mining was 
curtailed when resources were depleted, Kladno remained the 
steel heart of Bohemia. Modern metallurgical and foundry plants 
(the Dříň steelworks) were established here. After 1990, there 
was a dramatic decline in metallurgical production and the 
abandonment of a number of Kladno production sites. A typical 
post-industrial landscape emerged in Kladno with many aban-
doned factory halls, typical brownfields, overgrown handling 
areas, abandoned blind asphalt and concrete roads, etc. The 

abandoned yards and areas are covered with ruderal vegetation 
dominated by the invasive Canadian goldenrod.

For the purposes of this project, the “core area” was deline-
ated and most analyses are carried out in it (Figure 1). It includes 
the municipal areas of Hnidousy and Dubí near Kladno. The 
wider area of interest (see Chapter 1 of Atlas for more details) is 
shown in Figure 2.

2. Area of interest: main features

The model area of Kladno lies on the western edge of the large 
geomorphological unit of the Prague Plateau (Balatka, Kalvoda 
2006; Demek, ed. et al. 1987). The underlying geology consists of 
Permian and Carboniferous sandstones, arkoses and claystones, 
overlain in the northern part by Upper Cretaceous (Cenomanian 
and Turonian) siltstones, claystones and sandstones. Occasional 
intersections of non-volcanic bodies, formed by Myocene 
nephelites and pyroclastics (Vinařická hora and Slánská hora) 
occur. The younger mantle rocks mainly consist of loess sheets 
and drifts on plateaus and gentle slopes. In the valley floodplains, 
the youngest alluvial sediments are not very powerful.

The relief at the prevailing altitude of 300–360 m is a flat 
hilly plateau or tableland which slopes gently north-eastwards 
towards the Vltava River. The original sedimentary table is 
slightly broken up by shallow, wide valleys of streams which 
also head northeast to the Vltava (the Dřetovický Brook, the 
Týnecký Brook, the Knovízský Brook, the Zákolanský Brook). 
There are only major differences in the altitude of over 100 m 
at the western edge of the area near Vinařice, caused by the 
nepheline knob of the Vinařická Mountain (413 m) and a down-
ward cutting of the Knovízský Brook. Otherwise, the relief is 
dominated by plateaus (level surfaces) and gently sloping slopes 
with a gradient of 2–5°. The (post-)industrial and post-montane 
landscape of Kladno is also characterised by anthropogenic land-
forms, primarily the abundance of industrial-levelled surfaces 
and industrial-paved terraces with artificial surfaces, abandoned 
mining and industrial complexes with heaps and other montane 
landforms after coal mining.

Kladno and the Kladno region are situated at a transition 
between the warm and temperate warm climate zones (Quitt 
2009). The average annual temperature is around 8 °C and the 
average annual precipitation is low and only slightly above 
500 mm. Winters are mild and inconsistent, with no long-lasting 
snow cover. Summers tend to be warm, often with a prolonged 
dry season.

The soil cover alternates between brown modal soils formed 
on loess and modal cambisol on weathered rocks, with occasional 
pararendzinas formed on outcrops of clay rocks. Anthroposols 
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Fig. 1 — The core area of interest. Map basis: Data50; Orthophoto © The State 
Administration of Land Surveying and Cadastre, 2019.

Fig. 2 — The wider area of interest.
Map basis: Data50.
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formed on anthropic and relocated substrates also have a signifi-
cant share in current and extinct industrial areas and in mining 
sites, landfills and heaps.

Kladno is located in the Czech Thermophyticum phyto-
geographical district, on the eastern edge of the Džbán phyto-
geographical district, at the transition to the Central Bohemian 
Plateau phytogeographical district and the Slánská Plateau 
phytogeographical subdistrict (Skalický et al. 2009). The forests 
make part of the natural forest area of the Kladensko-rakovnická 
pahorkatina upland, the oak-beech vegetation stage. Potential 
natural vegetation would consist of the Melampyrum oak-
hornbeam woodland in most of the area, only on the upland 
dry slopes in the north (outside the core area) of thermophilous 
moss oak, on the other hand, on the wetter and cooler north-
ern slopes, of sporadically flowery lime beech (Neuhäuslová, 
Moravec, eds. et al 1997).

The current land use and landscape cover in the core area 
is dominated by urban residential and industrial development, 
interspersed with gaps, abandoned farm yards and typical post-
industrial areas with ruderal herbaceous and scrub vegetation. 
The core area of Kladno-Dubí is dominated by large industrial 
and post-industrial areas, abandoned large halls and production 
facilities. The open areas between them are overgrown with rud-
eral vegetation with invasive plant species, the most abundant 
of which is the giant goldenrod. Clematis is very frequent. The 
forests are predominantly deciduous, with a relatively varied 
species composition: oak, hornbeam, lime, maple, beech, elm, 
and on the edges of the stands the invasive thorn tree. Conifers 
(pine, larch, spruce) are planted in places, mostly withering in 
poor health, while broadleaf trees are thriving.

On the northern side, adjacent to Švermov, Hnidousy and 
Vinařice, there are extensive field meadows on the Prague Pla-
teau. Nature conservation has no special interests in this area, 
which has been intensively used and transformed by man for 
a long time. There are small specially protected areas on the 
edge of the area of interest in the valley of the Knovízský Brook, 
outside the Kladno core area.

The model area of Kladno (the villages of Hnidousy and Dubí) 
was selected as a characteristic post-industrial landscape. It is 
located in the close vicinity of a large city and along with it, 
it is now part of the Prague metropolitan area. Until the mid-
dle of the 19th century, these villages were part of the political 
district of Unhošť and it was only after the development of coal 
mining (1854) and the construction of smelters (Vojtěšská 1854, 
Poldina 1889) that Kladno began to grow in importance. This 
was undoubtedly related to the rapid onset of industrialisation 
as a fundamental process of modernisation of the traditional 
economy of the model area. The development of mining, metal-
lurgical and engineering production influenced the growth of 
the population not only of Kladno, but also of many villages in 
its hinterland (Hnidousy, Motyčín, Dubí, Brandýsek, etc.). In the 
second half of the 19th century, several railway lines were built 
in the area to provide sales of coal, metallurgical and engineer-
ing products to Prague and other areas of the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire and later to Czechoslovakia and abroad. The inhabitants 
of the area were very politically active, and the Communist Party 
of Czechoslovakia had a significant position here in the interwar 
period already. After the Second World War and especially after 
1948, the influence of the Communist Party continued to grow, 
which was reflected in the construction of some more plants 
(Dubí Steelworks, Kablo, etc.), as well as the construction of 
residential and service buildings and the position of Kladno as a 
preferred area of the previous regime. Some villages became part 
of the territory administered by the Kladno Municipal National 

Committee (Dubí, Kročehlavy, etc.). While Hnidousy acquired 
a primarily residential function and it was administratively 
merged with Motyčín under the name of Švermov, Dubí became 
part of Kladno with a distinctly industrial function.

As early as 1869, the first real census showed that Kladno, 
Hnidousy and Dubí (and some other villages) had a population 
density of over 250 inhabitants/km², which was more than dou-
ble the average for Czechia. This situation documents the rapid 
development of a new industrial centre, sprawling between 
Kladno, Hnidousy and Dubí. The overall development of Kladno 
is also documented in the cartograms, where the population 
density (254 inhabitants/km²) is already shown by a quarter of 
the hinterland municipalities. The eastern part of the hinterland 
has a population density of under 100 inhabitants/km² and some 
municipalities even below 70. Kladno and its hinterland has 
always been considered a hub of industry and mining, which is 
no longer the case. In line with the trends influencing the whole 
society, the tertiary sector dominates, with more than 50% of the 
economically active population in the south-eastern hinterland, 
and in some municipalities more than 60%. It is in this part of 
the hinterland that employment in the secondary sector is the 
lowest, mostly below 20%. The commuting rate is relatively very 
high, above 32% in the model area, while in the municipalities 
in the south-east and east of the hinterland the commuting rate 
of the economically active population is well above 40%.

It is a model area on the outskirts of the Kladno agglomera-
tion and with it, it has also undergone a transformation from 
one of the centres of mainly heavy industry into a zone that is 
used more as a service area of Prague with a significant housing 
function. The economic structure of the model area is quite var-
ied, with a predominance of the tertiary sector, mainly logistics, 
warehousing, wholesale trade and transport services (almost 
half of them are mainly engaged in passenger transport).

3. Results

3.1. Landscape and land use/cover changes

Figure 3 and Table 1 show how the landscape looked like in 
the 1st half of the 19th century (1825) and compare it with the 
present state (2020). In the middle of the 19th century, Kladno 
was an intensive agricultural area with a fairly high proportion 
of woodland. There were also several large ponds in the model 
area. The area has undergone an incredible transformation 
over the 180 years under study, mainly due to coal mining, 
industrialisation and, after 1990, a significant decline in mining 
and industrial activity. At present, the effects of mining and its 
decline are reflected in the extremely high proportion of other 
and built-up areas in the model area. In the typical post-mining 
and post-industrial landscape one can find abandoned factory 
halls – industrial brownfields, ruderal vegetated courtyards, 
handling areas, roads and yards.

Especially in Dubí, other areas cover almost one half of the 
cadastral unit, while its remaining part is mostly covered by 
forests. Hnidousy has a somewhat different character and there 
is a significant development of residential housing, while in the 
north agricultural areas, especially arable land, still predomi-
nate. Interestingly, forests have remained virtually untouched 
by logging throughout the area and their extent has even slightly 
increased.

The presented landscape models (Figure 4) document the 
expansion of the industrial estate and its adjacent service areas. 
This is also linked to the increase in residential development 
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Fig. 3 — Land use/cover in cadasters Hnidousy and Dubí in 1840 and 2019.
Map basis: The State Administration of Land Surveying and Cadastre. Processed within the project NAKI II – DG18P020VV008.
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Current state (2019)

Tab. 1 — Proportion and change of land use/cover classes between 1840 and 2020

Land use/cover class proportion in 1840 (%) proportion in 2020 (%) change (% points) 

built-up areas 0.20 8.38 8.18

remaining areas 2.37 29.54 27.16

water areas 0.43 0.13 —0.30

forest areas 35.21 36.38 1.17

arable land 50.40 14.71 —35.69

permanent grassland 9.51 4.15 —5.36

permanent cultures 1.89 6.74 4.65

0 500 m250
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Fig. 4 — Models of landscape – Dubí u Kladna and Hnidousy landscape in 1938, 1953 and 2018. Source: Aerial photos © Military Geographical and 
Hydrometeorological Office in Dobruška, Ministry of Defence (2018); Orthophoto © The State Administration of Land Surveying and Cadastre, 2018.
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(e.g., the southern tip of the Hnidousy district – see the 1930s 
and 1950s). The structure of agricultural areas between the 
1930s and the present shows the merging of the original smaller 
mosaic into larger units. After 1990, there was a dramatic decline 
in metallurgical production in Kladno and the abandonment 
of a number of production sites. A typical post-industrial land-
scape was created with a number of abandoned factory halls, 
typical brownfields, overgrown handling areas, abandoned blind 
asphalt and panel roads, etc. Ruderal vegetation is spreading in 
abandoned yards and areas.

Comparison photographs from Figure 5 capture the same 
place in the past in the archive photograph and the current state 
on the latest photo.

Figures 6–9 show a broader perspective of land use/cover 
changes in STUs and describe changes over time by comparing 
the years 1845, 1896, 1948, 1990, and 2010. The extent of arable 
land increased/decreased by 5% across the different stages under 
study. In contrast, the area of permanent grassland has been 
declining in the long run and in recent years after 2000 there has 
been a clear difference between the reported area of permanent 
grassland and the real state of affairs in the terrain (unconverted 
arable land or fallow land to permanent grassland). Due to the 
proximity to Prague and the function of Kladno within the met-
ropolitan area built-up areas have increased two to four times. 
This increase is likely to continue in the near future, but part 
of the required areas will be obtained by the redevelopment of 
existing built-up areas.

The index of change (Bičík et al. 2010, 2015; Figure 9) has 
been ranging from 10 to 20 since 1845, and only down to 4 in the 
period 1990–2010. This represents a relatively stable landscape 
with quite an intensive farming.

3.2. Landscape memory

The landscape memory of the area is shown in four maps (Figures 
10–13) and described in the following sections 3.2.1.–3.2.3. (for 
more details about methodology of mapping see Chapter 1 of Atlas).

3.2.1. Places and institutions of memory
The area of interest in Kladno represents a typical example of 
vanished industrial landscape – the space of large-scale industrial 
areas and a mining region. This type of landscape transforma-
tion and the activities associated with it are presented to visitors 
in many museum exhibitions in Kladno and its surroundings. 
Kladno’s past is directly addressed by the Sládeček Museum of 
Local History, which depicts the entire history of Kladno from 
prehistory to the 20th century and the discovery of black coal. 
Other exhibitions, including the museum branch of the Mayrau 
Mining Museum in Vinařice, focus on the presentation of mining 
activities in this area – the life and work of miners and the places 
where they worked.

Several other exhibitions are devoted to the military and the 
Second World War in Kladno. In general terms, it is presented 
in the exhibition in the museum in Slaný. Specific examples of 
this period are the light fortification installations or the Lidice 
Memorial, which introduces visitors to the well-known tragedy 
of the annihilation of this village. Nearby museums in Buštěhrad 
and Unhošť then put on display other collection artefacts deal-
ing with the history of the region, personalities and small local 
crafts.

The archival materials of Kladno are mainly stored in the 
State District Archive in Kladno or the State Regional Archive 
in Prague.

3.2.2. Regional and local symbols
As expected, the symbols of the municipalities in the Kladno area 
of interest often refer to the industrial tradition of the region (the 
“red” category of economic tradition in the cartogram, Figure 11). 
Mining and coal mining traditions are most frequently repre-
sented in the signs (Figure 10). The well-known symbol (figure) 
of crossed mining hammers (and its various types) appears in 
the emblems of the municipalities of Brandýsek (where it refers 
to the Michael Mine), Jemníky, Libušín, Otvovice (where the 
emblem also includes the symbol of a glassmaker’s blowpipe – a 
reference to other traditional economic activities in the locality), 

Fig. 5a — The view of Kladno from Podprůhon 1901 and 2019. Source: Archive of the NAKI project No. DG18P02OVV008. Photo (2019): S. R. Kučerová.

Fig. 5b — The view of Kladno, Vojtěšská huť 1910 and 2019. Source: Archive of the NAKI project No. DG18P02OVV008. Photo (2019): S. R. Kučerová.
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Fig. 7 — Proportion of permanent grassland by STUs 
(% of STU area). Source: LUCC Czechia Database.
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Fig. 6 — Proportion of arable land by STUs 
(% of STU area). Source: LUCC Czechia Database.
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Fig. 9 — Index of change by STUs (in %). 
Source: LUCC Czechia Database.
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Fig. 8 — Proportion of forest areas by STUs 
(% of STU area). Source: LUCC Czechia Database.
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Fig. 11 — Types of symbols used in the municipality emblems.
Data source: Contant analysis of the municipality emblems (20. 8. 2020).
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Fig. 12 — Cultural monuments and heritage areas.
Data source: National Heritage Monument Catalogue, National Heritage Institute, https://pamatkovykatalog.cz (20. 8. 2020).

Fig. 13 — Museum exhibitions. Data source: Czech Association of Museums and Galleries, https://www.cz-museums.cz/web/amg/titulni (20. 8. 2020), Webportal Do muzea, 
https://www.do-muzea.cz (20. 8. 2020), Webportal Museum.cz, https://www.museum.cz (20. 8. 2020).
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Podlešín, Vinařice (where the hammers are a symbol specifically 
for the Mayrau coal mine), as well as the municipal emblem of 
Kladno. In addition to the hammers, the coat of arms of Libušín 
also features a black triple-peak (the symbol of mine heaps). The 
black trefoil also appears in the coat of arms of Malé Kyšice. 
Another symbol for coal mining is the black tincture (colour) at 
the bottom of the coat of arms of the municipality of Cvrčovice. 
In the coat of arms of Tuchoměřice, black quarryman’s wedges 
appear, which refer to the local mining of marlite; in addition, 
the yellow (golden) field symbolises the colouring of marlite. The 
name and the symbol of the yellow (golden) triple peak in the 
coat of arms of Kamenné Žehrovice refer to the local sandstone 
mining.

Agriculture is abundantly depicted in the graphic symbolism 
of the villages in Kladno (“yellow” category, Fig. 11). Several sym-
bols depicting the figure of a grain ear refer to the agricultural 
tradition (Cvrčovice, Hřebeč, Kamenné Žehrovice, Kněževes, 
Neuměřice, Svrkyně, Velká Dobrá). The emblem of Dobrovíz 
symbolises the agricultural character of the village with figures 
of agricultural tools, a mill wheel and green tincture (colour). The 
green and golden (yellow) tincture refers to agriculture in the coat 
of arms of Dolany, the green shield in the coat of arms of Hostouň 
and the green bulging foot in the coat of arms of Jemníky (the 
fertile valley of the Knovízský Brook) have a similar function. The 
green tincture together with the pear figures in the coat of arms 
of Podlešín represent the local orchard tradition. The fence in the 
emblem of Pletený Újezd is an interesting symbol for agriculture 
– the fence is also a “talking sign” (a knitted/fenced-in hut). The 
emblem of Velké Přítočno depicts agriculture with a plough and 
a lamb – a symbol of sheep breeding in the sheep yard.

Watercourses and water bodies are very often symbolised in 
municipal signs (“blue” category, Fig. 11). This is also the case 
in the villages of Kladno. However, these are often references to 
streams or ponds of local importance. For example, the oblique 
wavy bar in the emblem of Brandýsko represents the Týnecký 
Brook, and the emblem of Družka similarly symbolises the 
Loděnice River. The blue tincture at the foot of the shield of 
the Dřetovice municipality emblem points to the Dřetovický 
Brook. The wavy bottom and blue tincture in the coat of arms 
of Libochovice are symbols for the Buštěhradský Brook and 
the pond located in the village. The Buštěhradský Brook is also 
depicted in the coat of arms of Zájezd (a wavy, oblique blue 
crossbar). The emblem of the village Velká Dobrá contains 
several symbols connected with water – white (silver) and blue 
logs refer to the springs of good water in the village (they are 
also a speaking sign), while the blue field reminds of the ponds 
and the Rozdělovský Brook. In the coat of arms of Okoř, the 
white (silver)-blue wavy bar symbolizes the Zákolanský Brook 
and the pond in the foothills. The red stream flowing through 
the municipality of Žižice is symbolised in its coat of arms by a 
wave partition line and a red tincture corresponding to the name 
of the watercourse.

In the large area of interest in Kladno, there are also several 
interesting local landscape elements that have found a place in 
the graphic symbols of the villages in the area. The figure of 
the Okoř Castle is depicted in the emblem of the eponymous 
village. The emblems of the municipalities of Malé Kyšice (the 
protected landscape area is symbolised by a green tincture and 
the figure of a deer) and Unhošť (also a deer leaping out of the 
Křivoklát forests) are connected with the Křivoklátsko Protected 
Landscape Area. Unique symbols in the emblems of the munici-
palities in Kladno are the red roses in the emblem of Lidice 

(referring to the rose orchard in the Lidice Memorial), the figure 
of the spring mallow in the emblem of Třebichovice (a protected 
plant in the local nature reserve), or the golden (yellow) rose 
in the emblem of Hrdlív (a rare colour mutation of the wild 
rose growing in the vicinity of the municipality). An unusual 
but clear symbol appears in the emblem of the municipality 
of Knovíz – the figure of an amphora symbolises a well-known 
archaeological find in the municipality. The symbol of water 
lily also appears frequently in the emblems of municipalities 
in Kladno. In all cases, however, it is a symbol belonging to the 
category of others (“grey”, Fig. 11), as it refers to the Martinic 
family, who owned extensive land in the area.

As of 1 October 2019, 89.7% of municipalities in the Kladno 
area of interest have a municipal emblem (61 out of 68 munici-
palities).

3.2.3. Heritage sites
The post-industrial landscape and its changes are monitored in 
the area of interest of Kladno. The whole area is important espe-
cially for the coal mining, which had a tradition lasting several 
centuries and was finally terminated in 2002.

The territory of Kladno was home to dozens of mines, 
industrial complexes and accompanying operations, many of 
which were abandoned or demolished after the end of their 
activities. Currently, the following have been declared cultural 
monuments: the site of a mining tower in the former 19th century 
Michael-Layer Mine in Brandýsek, the Schoeller/Nejedlý deep 
coal mine in Libušín, which was in operation between 1899 
and 2002, the Kübeck deep coal mine, active between 1858 and 
1997, and the Mayrau deep coal mine from 1874 to 1987 (both 
in Kladno). The latter site is now used as a mining museum for 
the public. There are also sites or buildings in the area that were 
designated as cultural monuments in the past, but this protection 
was withdrawn for various reasons. These include, for example, 
the mining tower of the Jan 2 Mine in Libušín, which collapsed 
in 1982, or the Ludmila coal mine, whose mining tower from 
the 1840s was significantly modified in 1988 and lost its monu-
mental value.

In addition to the mines themselves, there are also several 
other buildings associated with mining in the area, including the 
Hornický – Lidový and Poldi SONP community centres. Both of 
these buildings are located in Kladno and were built in the first 
half of the 20th century. There is also the cultural monument 
of the Old Kladno Freight Station (probably the second oldest 
railway station in Kladno, dating from the mid-19th century) and 
the national cultural monument of the Workers House with a 
richly decorated neo-Renaissance façade from 1907, which was 
created by combining three buildings. It is largely preserved in 
its authentic form.

Other buildings that have lost their status as cultural monu-
ments include the community and workers houses in the villages 
of Libušín, Pchery, Kamenné Žehrovice, Motyčín and Dubí near 
Kladno. All of these houses have in common that they were built 
in the first half of the 20th century and were not characterised by 
any architectural or town-planning values. They were designated 
as cultural monuments in 1958 for political reasons and had 
their heritage protection withdrawn during the 1990s.

The landscape of Kladno is strongly influenced by its indus-
trial history, which is reflected in its present form, and therefore 
a diverse collection of mine workings or other buildings can 
be found here, referring to and recalling the recent mining and 
industrial past.
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4. Summary

The discovery and extraction of coal in the area changed the 
agricultural and residential function of the microregion and 
gradually formed an industrial, residential and service function 
not only for the inhabitants of the rapidly growing Kladno but 
also for the numerous villages with a large population in the 
hinterland. Kladno gradually adopted the administrative func-
tions of the older core of the region, which was the small town 
of Unhošť. Since the 1980s, there was a gradual phase-out of coal 
mining; after 1990, the unsuccessful privatisation of Poldovka 
led to the reduction and disappearance of the ironworks and 
only the power plant in Dubí survived. The loss of numerous 
jobs in mining and metallurgical production brought about their 
phase-out and the transition of workers to the rapidly growing 
service sector. Kladno partly lost its function as a centre of labour 
commuting and a strong stream of labour commuters emerged 
from the city and the hinterland villages to Prague as the core of 
the metropolitan area. In it, they were mainly employed in the 
rapidly growing service sector from the mid-1990s onwards. As 
a part of the metropolitan area, Kladno can gain certain advan-
tages (the fast railway Prague – airport – Kladno; relocation of 
some industries and warehouses from the core of the metropoli-
tan area) associated with the growing number and structure of 
job opportunities.

The landscape here is heavily built-up. It is the target of many 
investments and it has a high population density. As this is one 
of the cores of the Czech Industrial Revolution, it would be 
appropriate to ensure the maintenance and protection of some 
of the buildings for future generations. They could become an 
interesting destination of specific tourism for the inhabitants of 
the metropolitan area as well as visitors from other areas and 
abroad.
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