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PREFACE

Dear readers,

we present here Volume XVI of the Atlas Land Use/Cover
Changes in Selected Regions in the World - IGU-LUCC Research
Reports (Atlas LUCC for short) prepared by the International
Geographical Union - Commission on Land Use and Land Cover
Change. It is second volume (after volume XIV published in 2019)
of the atlas, which is largely devoted to the outputs of the project
G18P020VV008 “Heritage of Extinct Landscapes: Identification,
Reconstruction and Presentation” within the Ministry of Cul-
ture of the Czech Republic Program for the Support of Applied
Research and Experimental Development of National and Cul-
tural Identity for 2016-2022 (“NAKI II”). The project deals with
the issue of the heritage of extinct landscapes in Czechia and
the issue of land use and land cover is one of its main topics.
For more information about the project, see Chapter 1. There
are also two contributions prepared by colleagues from other
universities in Czechia.

The requirement to publish further volumes of LUCC atlases
was made at the conference of IGU Commission on Land Use/
Cover Change held in September 2019 in Koper, Slovenia. At the
conference in Koper, the participants interested in the work of
the LUCC Commission met and discussed further activities of
the Commission and the election of a new commission chairman
for the years 2020-2024. The current commission chairman is
Monica Dumitrascu, a researcher and director of the Institute of

Geography of the Romanian Academy of Sciences. The attendees
further recommended that the work of this Commission should
continue in the next years as it represents a major focus of geo-
graphic research for complex understanding to the nature-societal
interactions on various geographical levels (e.g. local, regional,
global). In the opinion of those present, this is not only about
basic research, but also about understanding the long-term trends
of landscape development and change. The attendees of the con-
ference in Koper recommended preparation of further Volumes
of the Atlas LUCC, as it represents an important documentation
of the research activities of the collaborators involved in the work
of the Commission. During the discussion, it was recommended
to reduce the number of hard copies of the Atlas LUCC and to
support the publication of a digital version on the commission
website (now: http://lucc.zrc-sazu.si/). On this website you can
find all information about the Commission. If you are interested
in working on IGU-LUCC activities, contact any member of the
current Steering Committee. You can also submit contributions
for publication in further Volumes of the Atlas LUCC, which is
prepared alternately by Yukio Himiyama in Japan (Hokkaido
University of Education Hokumoncho, Asahikawa; himiyama.
yukio@a.hokkyodai.ac.jp) or Lucie Kupkovd in Czechia (Charles
University, Prague; lucie.kupkova@natur.cuni.cz).

Lucie Kupkovd, Vit Janc¢dk, Pavel Chromy



