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Preface 
 

 

The publication of the present volume of the “Atlas – Land Use/Cover 

Changes in Selected Regions in the World” commemorates the 20th year 

of the series of atlas initiated by IGU-LUCC (International Geographical 

Union Commission on Land Use and Land Cover Change) in 2001. The 

present volume is solely devoted to "Ancient Landscapes of Moravia: 

Inventory of the sites that have avoided land use changes over the long-

term in the Czech Republic", a masterpiece article on historical change/no-

change of land use by Jaromír Kolejka. 

Thanks to the excellent contributions from many members of IGU-

LUCC and cordial support of Charles University in Prague Faculty of 

Science, Czechia, with superb leadership of Professors Ivan Bičik and 

Lucie Kupková, the series has reached its fifteenth volume in the present 

issue as shown below, where (…) denotes the chief editor of each volume: 

Volume I    November 2001 (Himiyama) 

Volume II    December 2002 (Himiyama) 

Volume III & IV    April 2005  (Himiyama) 

Volume V    February 2010  (Bičik) 

Volume I – IV Combined March 2010  (Himiyama) 

Volume VI    July 2012  (Himiyama) 

Volume VII   October 2012  (Bičik) 

Volume VIII   December 2013 (Himiyama) 

Volume IX   July 2014  (Bičik) 

Volume X          March 2015  (Himiyama) 

Volume XI                 August 2015  (Bičik) 

Volume XII    April 2017  (Himiyama) 

Volume XIII   October 2018  (Kupková) 

Volume XIV   December 2019 (Kupková) 

Volume XV   April 2021  (Himiyama) 

This publication scheme has contributed to the production and use of 

historical information bases and maps of land use/cover changes in a 

number of countries and regions as follows: 

Europe: Czechia, Germany, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Romania, Russia, 

Slovakia, Slovenia, Norway, Bulgaria, Poland 

Asia: Bangladesh, China, India, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Russia, 

Taiwan 

Americas: Mexico, Latin American Cities (Santiago, Buenos Aires, 

Rio de Janeiro, Lima, La Paz) 

Africa: Nigeria 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is noted that all the previous Atlas volumes have been made 

accessible at http://lucc.zrc-sazu.si/Publications/Atlases thanks largely to 

the effort of Professor Matej Gabrovec of Anton Melik Geographical 

Institute Research Centre of the Slovenian Academy of Sciences and Arts, 

the IGU-LUCC Chair for 2016-2020. 

 

Call for proposals of contributions 
The present volume will be followed by Volume XVI shortly. For any 

proposals of contributions for further volumes of the Atlas or for any 

related inquiries, please write to:  

Yukio Himiyama (himiyamay@kkd.biglobe.ne.jp) or  

Lucie Kupková (lucie.kupkova@natur.cuni.cz)  

It is hoped that the scheme continues and evolves as a scheme of IGU-

LUCC, supported by the old and new contributors of articles and sponsors, 

and contributes to GLP (Global Land Programme) and the other 

programmes of Future Earth Programme, SDGs (Sustainable 

Development Goals), ESD (Education for Sustainable Development) and 

other sustainability programmes. In order to realize these, it would be 

important to consolidate and enhance the scheme globally, and extend its 

regional coverage substantially. 

Therefore, each article for the Atlas is requested to cover a substantially 

large area, and is supposed to have large A3-size maps of national/regional 

scales as well as other maps, diagrams, tables and photographs, and are 

expected to include accounts on the following items: 

1) data source and preparation 

2) land use/cover classification 

3) study methods 

4) important facts, processes, drivers and mechanisms of land use/cover 

changes 

5) regional differences, similarities, linkages and patterns of the items in 

4) above 

6) references 

The following items are also encouraged to be included:  

7) models of changes in the form of flow charts, diagrams or formulae 

8) effects of changes and major problems related with changes 

9) future prospects of land use/cover changes  
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