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mainly in the northern part of Horní Rokytnice nad Jizerou. 
There are also noticeable changes in afforestation at the expense 
of grassed areas, forest regeneration (Bedřichov) and spreading 
of the mountain pine in the top parts of the depicted area.

Figures 6–9 show wider perspective of land use/cover changes 
in STUs and describe changes over the time by comparing years 
1845, 1896, 1948, 1990, and 2010.

In the years 1845, 1896 and 1948, the share of arable land 
in the southern part of the area was above 40%, the displace-
ment of Czech Germans, and the loss of an opportunity to farm 
individually led to a large decrease in the share of arable land 
in 1990, and this decline is also recorded in 2010. Agricultural 
function of the area has significantly weakened. Agriculture was 
replaced by recreational functions within most settlements in 
the area.

Between 1845 and 1896, the change index was the lowest. 
The highest changes occurred at the border area at the highest 
altitude. In 1990–2010 period, land use/cover changes were also 
negligible. The changes in land use/cover were highest in the 
period 1845–2010 due to the fundamental change of functions 
of the area. The landscape in valleys and foothills changed the 
most, where the agricultural-residential function was replaced 
by recreational, service and residential functions, with a signifi-
cantly lower number of permanent residents.

3.2 Landscape Memory

The landscape memory of the Krkonoše area of interest is shown 
in four maps described in following sections 3.2.1–3.2.3 (for more 
details about methodology of mapping see Chapter 1 of Atlas).

3.2.1 Places and Institutions of Memory
The Krkonoše Mountains are presented by 12 museums, respec-
tively museum expositions. Four of them are located outside the 
area of interest but are among the most important institutions 
which represent the area. These are the Krkonoše Museum in 
Vrchlabí, the Krkonoše Museum in Jilemnice and the Podkrkonoší 
Museum in Trutnov. Museums focusing on the Krkonoše Moun-
tains aim mostly on traditional expositions on the history of 
municipalities in the area, agriculture, forestry and traditional 
folk crafts. The disappeared landscape of mountain farming and 
the typical architecture of rural and agricultural buildings are 
shown by 9 institutions in its collections. Making products of 
flax and skiing belongs also to important topics related with the 
Krkonoše Mountain area – these are addressed by institutions in 
Vrchlabí, Jilemnice and Vysoké nad Jizerou. Mining, as another 
typical historical aspect of the Krkonoše Mountains, is presented 
in two specialized museums (in Černý Důl and Harrachov) and 
marginally in the Municipal Museum in Žacléř.

Fig. 5c — Centre of Špindlerův Mlýn. Source: Archive of the NAKI project no. DG18P02OVV008. Photo (2018): Zdeněk Boudný.

Fig. 5d — Svatý Petr. Source: Archive of the NAKI project no. DG18P02OVV008. Photo (2018): Zdeněk Boudný.
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Fig. 6 — Proportion of arable land by STUs 
(% of STU area). Source: LUCC Czechia Database.
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Fig. 7 — Proportion of permanent grassland by STUs 
(% of STU area). Source: LUCC Czechia Database.
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Fig. 8 — Proportion of forest areas by STUs 
(% of STU area). Source: LUCC Czechia Database.
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Fig. 9 — Index of change by STUs (in %). 
Source: LUCC Czechia Database.
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Fig. 10 — Municipality emblems.
Source: Register of municipal symbols, Chamber of Deputies of the Czech Republic (https://rekos.psp.cz; as of 1 October, 2018).

Fig. 11 — Types of symbols used in the municipality emblems.
Data source: Contant analysis of the municipality emblems (as of 1 October, 2018).
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Fig. 12 — Cultural monuments and heritage areas.
Data source: National Heritage Monument Catalogue, National Heritage Institute (https://pamatkovykatalog.cz; as of 1 October, 2018).

Fig. 13 — Museum exhibitions.
Data source: Czech Association of Museums and Galleries (https://www.cz-museums.cz/web/amg/titulni; as of 1 October, 2018), Webportal 
Do muzea (https://www.do-muzea.cz; as of 1 October, 2018), Webportal Museum.cz (https://www.museum.cz; as of 1 October, 2018).
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3.2.2 Regional and Local Symbols
In municipality emblems in the area of interest symbols referring 
to the mountain and forest character of the area are typically 
pictured. The emblems of Desná, Tanvald, Špindlerův Mlýn, 
Strážný, Dolní Dvůr, and Vrchlabí depict conifers. Forestry-
related timber production is presented by symbol of a saw in 
the emblem of Paseky nad Jizerou. The emblems of Benecko, 
Rokytnice nad Jizerou, Vysoké nad Jizerou, and Lánov picture 
forest animals and hunting. Winter and snow which are typical 
for the mountainous area are represented by the silver tincture 
(colour) in emblems of Velké Hamry and Benecko, the figure of 
snowflakes and the Sněžka Mountain covered by snow is found 
in the emblem of Pec pod Sněžkou. There is even a reference to 
a healthy mountain climate in the emblems of the municipalities 
in the area of interest: Kořenov and Tanvald have sun and sun 
rays in their emblems, the blue tincture symbolizes the “climatic 
spa”.

In the eastern part of the area of interest, there are symbols 
of mining in the municipality emblems – Poniklá (black shaft, 
winch – graphite mining), Paseky nad Jizerou – silver tincture, 
Vítkovice – silver goat and gold mountain, Plavy – gold tincture 
refers to panning for gold.

In the mountain and foothill parts of the area there are also 
references to agriculture and grazing (Víchová nad Jizerou – 
golden bundle of straw, Paseky nad Jizerou – green tincture, 
Rokytnice nad Jizerou – sheep as a symbol of pastoralism, 
Benecko and Plavy – green tincture symbolizes meadows and 
pastures).

3.2.3 Heritage Sites
In the Krkonoše Mountains area of interest, there are six build-
ings under cultural heritage protection (cultural monuments). 
Two others (a country house in Rokytno v Krkonoších, and a 
mountain hut – the Dvoračky in the Horní Rokytnice cadastre) 
are included in the National Heritage Monument Catalogue 
administered by the National Heritage Institute, however, these 
two buildings were not officially declared cultural monuments.

State-protected cultural monuments in the core area have 
the character of individual buildings, houses or religious monu-
ments (chapels). Houses represent mainly examples of local form 
of settlement in the Krkonoše Mountains associated with agri-
cultural production – these are wooden timbered cottages with 
well-preserved interiors and some of them has still an original 
farming parts. Most of the surviving agricultural buildings date 
back to the 18th or 19th centuries and became cultural monu-
ments in the 1950s and 1960s. 

4. Summary

The Krkonoše Mountains area of interest represents an area 
of dramatic changes in terms of land use/cover and changes 
in functions. Despite the high altitude and generally unfavour-
able natural conditions, the area has traditionally been used for 
agriculture (with only a small extent of arable land), even in 
the highest altitudes (mainly for cattle pasture). Until the mid-
20th century, the area had a relatively stable structure of use. 
Since the 1950s (after the expulsion of Czech Germans after 
World War II) and the proclamation of the Krkonoše Mountains 
National Park (1963), the recreational use of the landscape has 
developed rapidly. In landscape of the Krkonoše Mountains we 
can observe contradictory trends in its use – on the one hand, 
the agricultural use of the landscape has been extensified and 
the areas of permanent grassland and forest have increased, 
on the other hand, we can observe the development of built-up 
areas and other anthropogenic structures penetrating the slopes 
and ridges of mountains (ski slopes, cable cars, cross-country 
and hiking trails, etc.).

Location in the regional system of Czechia and physical-geo-
graphical conditions have become decisive factors of develop-
ment – climatic conditions allow the development of ski resorts; 
mountain location attracts high numbers of visitors who require 
appropriate infrastructure. At present, the traditional agricul-
tural function is significantly reduced, a timber harvesting in 
local vast forest and water management are enabled. Nowadays, 
recreational and environmental functions of the area are of key 
importance.
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Fig. 14 — 3D photorealistic model of Labská bouda — based on available archive photographs and period postcards. The building was modeled in its form around 1930.
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