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Fig. 4 - Models of landscape - Boletice in 1947 and 2018. Source: Aerial photos © Military Geographical and Hydrometeorological
Office in Dobruska, Ministry of Defence, 2018; Orthophoto © The State Administration of Land Surveying and Cadastre, 2018.

Fig. 5 - The view of Jablonec (Ogfolderhaid) in the Boletice Military Training Area. Source: Archive of the NAKI project no. DG18P020VV008. Photo (2018): Miroslav Cabelka.
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Fig. 6 - Proportion of arable land by STUs
(% of STU area). Source: LUCC Czechia Database.

Fig. 7 - Proportion of permanent grassland by STUs
(% of STU area). Source: LUCC Czechia Database.
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Fig. 8 - Proportion of forest areas by STUs
(% of STU area). Source: LUCC Czechia Database.
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Fig. 9 - Index of change by STUs (in %). 1990-2010 1845-2010
Source: LUCC Czechia Database.
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Fig. 10 — Municipality emblems.

Source: Register of municipal symbols, Chamber of Deputies of the Czech Republic (https://rekos.psp.cz; as of 1 October, 2018).
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Fig. 11 - Types of symbols used in the municipality emblems.
Data source: Contant analysis of the municipality emblems (as of 1 October, 2018).
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Type of object Volary Brioh

A  religious monument

Period of monument declaration Chvalsiny
1950-1969

Degree of monument protection
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Volary  municipality over 1,000 inhabitants Horni Pland
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m— horder of the area of interest
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Fig. 12 - Cultural monuments and heritage areas.
Data source: National Heritage Monument Catalogue, National Heritage Institute (https://pamatkovykatalog.cz; as of 1 October, 2018).
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Fig. 13 - Museum exhibitions.

Data source: Czech Association of Museums and Galleries (https://www.cz-museums.cz/web/amg/titulni;

as of 1 October, 2018), Webportal Do muzea (https://www.do-muzea.cz; as of 1 October, 2018), Webportal Vyssi Brod
Museum.cz (https://www.museum.cz; as of 1 October, 2018). . ~
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Fig. 14 - 3D photorealistic model - disappeared village Jablonec - based on available photographs from the 1920s and 1930s.

Arable land shrank significantly and nowadays it is mostly
found in the eastern part of the area. The conditions for agri-
culture in general are very unfavourable, so there are cadastres
with the price of agricultural land mostly in the value of only
CZK 1.5-2.5 per sq. metre. The highest share of arable land in
all five monitored time horizons occurred always in the east of
the area of interest at lower altitudes. The highest proportion of
arable land was reached in the late 19t century, but these areas
were very small. In 2010, the share of arable land was two or
three times lower than in 1896.

Figure 9 show index of change (in terms of land use/cover
changes). The area of interest had the greatest changes in land
use between 1948 and 1990, when, in half of the area, the change
index was above 10%. During other time periods changes were
significantly lower. The total change index between the years
1845-2010 was more than 24% in the whole area of interest,
over 42% in the core area. Thanks to the strengthening of the
military function of the area, its landscape was fundamentally
transformed.

3.2 Landscape Memory

The landscape memory of the area is shown in four maps
described in following sections 3.2.1-3.2.3 (for more details
about methodology of mapping see Chapter 1 of Atlas).

3.2.1 Places and Institutions of Memory

Eleven institutions of memory are dedicated to presentation
and interpretation of various aspects of the area of interest (Fig-
ure 13). The most important museum in the area of interest is
the Regional Museum in Cesky Krumlov, which also has a basic
exhibition presenting the entire region. One of the branches of
this museum, the Museum Fotoatelier Seidel, offers information
on the beginnings of photography and on the lives of photogra-
phy pioneers, all accompanied by fine examples from the Czech-
Austrian border. Thus, it contains many pictorial documents
related to landscape changes in the area of interest.

There are other interesting museums, namely in Prachatice
and Volary, including exhibits presenting the trade routes that
once connected Bohemia with the Danube Basin (the network
of such ancient routes is generally known as the Golden Route).
Other local exhibitions throughout the region provide informa-
tion on some of the distinctive towns and villages in the Sumava
and also show one local rarity - the Schwarzenberg Canal.
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3.2.2 Regional and Local Symbols

Symbols that represent regions (and/or localities) are often
depicted in municipal emblems (Figures 10 and 11). The area
of interest is dotted by mountain villages whose symbols often
include attributes of forestry. In the case of Volary, as an exam-
ple, the emblem shows that Volary had the official right to graze
cattle and cut trees. The emblem was granted to the city on 30
April 1871 by the Emperor Franz Joseph I. The emblem of Nova
Pec includes a lot of green colour, which represents vast forests
in the surroundings. The green section, part of the emblem of
Brloh, refers to the position of the village in the centre of for-
est (the Blansky les). In the case of Cerné v Pogumavi, the blue
and white crooked beam symbolizes the Lipno Water Reservoir
and the confluence of the Vltava and OlSina rivers, the black
colour represents a so-called “talking symbol” reminiscent of the
Czech and German versions of the name (“Cernd” means black
in Czech, originally Schwarzbach in German). The municipality
emblems of Novéa Pec, Zelnava, and Frymburk also include blue
colour referring to watercourses. Agriculture is represented by
ear of grain (Bohdalovice, Zelnava).

The existence of military training area makes the Boletice
model area special. Areas connected with military function are
traditionally represented by depiction of a sword, or crossed
swords. Polnd na Sumavé is a very new municipality because it
islocated in the area of former (originally larger) the MTA Bolet-
ice (the area of MTA was reduced in 2016), thus municipality of
Polné could by “renewed” (and it was officially “re-established”
in 2016 yet). The symbol of Polna refers both to the military
function (sword) and to a typical local flora (Bohemian version
of Gentiana). Natural features (yew tree) can be also found in the
municipality emblems of Kti§ and Chroboly.

3.2.3 Heritage Sites

The long-term existence of the MTA Boletice is accountable for
the fact that there is only a handful of well-preserved cultural
monuments in the area of interest (Figure 12). At the present
time, the Church of St. Nicholas in Boletice constitutes the most
important heritage site. Originally a Romanesque church, situ-
ated on elevated ground south of the village, it dates from the 2»d
half of the 12t century and it is surrounded by a cemetery. The
church forms also an important urban element, visible from the
distance. However, its location within the military area caused
its gradual deterioration after 1950. After the Velvet Revolution
in 1989, the army carried out some repairs of the badly damaged



building (roof and floor were fixed). As of 1 January 2016, the
church as well as the village ceased to be part of the military
area and became part of Kdjov municipality. Reconstruction of
the site continues.

The current state of the church reflects the clash of conflict-
ing interests — conservation and military use of the area. Histori-
cally, it bears traces from different periods - from the Middle
Ages till the Modern Age - and it manifests the Christian faith
in a region that was badly affected by population transfers and
military activities.

The Church of St. Martin (in Polnd na Sumavé) is among the
other heritage sites. It also forms an important urban element
in a village that was negatively affected by forced depopulation
after World War II and by the by the creation of military area.
Outside the core territory, near Volary, one can find a war cem-
etery where Jewish victims of the death march in the end of
World War II are buried.

4. Summary

The shift towards a less intensive use of the landscape in the
Boletice area of interest is obvious. It results from major transi-
tion of the territory - residential function, agricultural activities,
and forestry diminished, and military use of the territory became
prevalent. Two main driving forces can be identified: (1) unprofit-
able agricultural use of the landscape due to ongoing moderniza-
tion and specialization, and (2) special military function of large
parts of the area of interest. The Military Training Area Boletice
was delimited after the expulsion of Czech Germans from the
area after World War II. The area of interest is peripheral, and
the military functions of its core make it even more peripheral.

The specificity of the area of interest presents its extraordi-
narily high scientific value, not only in the context of Czechia,
where it is one of the most valuable areas, but also in the context
of whole Europe. While most of the area of Czechia has been
altered by the collectivization or development of industrial agri-
culture leading to eutrophication of the landscape, the specific
use of the military area allows the preservation of a number of
very valuable habitats and related species of plants and animals.
We can find, for example, the corncrake, the little ringed owl,
the rowan, the three-toed woodpecker, the rare representatives
of insects (dusky large blue, scarce large blue) and plants (crocus
white). The military technology maintained a mosaic of forest-
free enclaves at various stages of forest growth and created a new
wilderness at the same time. Unique beech and fir forests have
been preserved in the wider background of the area. The area
of interest has a relatively high degree of stability. Stable parts
represent 51% of the area, i.e. its land cover has not changed
compared to the situation recorded on the maps of the Stable
Cadastre.

If the military function of the Boletice area will be retained
also in the future, it is likely that this special type of landscape,
which has developed over the past 70 years, will stay largely
unchanged, serving the needs of the military. However, given
the strong pressures of certain lobbies, the area may soon
undergo major changes. As a well-preserved natural area, it
may become part of the adjoining Sumava National Park and
Protected Landscape Area. The other scenario would open the
area around Boletice for leisure time activities. In connection
with the unique natural value of the model area, only soft forms
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of tourism should by supported in planning of the (land) use of
the area in future. Nevertheless, there is a lot of pressure on the
area by the entrepreneurs in tourism to acquire this space for the
construction of mass tourism facilities. In terms of the quality
of the original natural environment, such use of a local unique
landscape is extremely inappropriate.
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