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PREFACE

Land Use/Cover Changes Commission of International Geo-
graphical Union (IGU-LUCC) was re-established in 1996. Its first 
international meeting was held in the city of Brisbane, Australia, 
in 1997. One of the most active commission’s members was 
Professor Yukio Himiyama from Japan, who was also the head 
of the commission. Thanks to his initiative and organizational 
skills he managed to publish the first volume of a land use atlas, 
called “Land Use/Cover Changes in Selected Regions in the 
World” (2001). The atlas introduced selected papers focusing 
on land use and cover changes in different countries. Volume II 
was published a year later and further two Volumes (III, IV) 
were issued in 2005. A lack of financial support and initiators 
hindered efforts to publish new volumes for some time. In 2010, 
an aggregate edition of atlases Vol. I–IV was published under 
Professor Himiyama’s supervision, because of a remarkable 
interest among land use researchers in such a book. Volume V 
was published in Prague at Charles University in 2010. Professor 
Himiyama presented the following Volume VI on the occasion 
of IGU congress in Köln (Germany) in 2012.

What is so specific about these atlases? Above all, they 
summarize land use and cover changes papers from different 
countries, studied with various methods. Thus, the atlases 
enable international contacts and publicity of research results 
as well as they show new and original methods and approaches 
in land use research. They also provide an essential possibility 
of publication in larger format; papers usually cannot be printed 
in such an extent in scientific journals. The atlases offer an equal 
extent of text and graphics, and there is also a possibility to 

publish full-colour maps and figures. Coloured maps facilitate 
better perception of various analysed land-use categories, their 
development and other features.

Volume VII includes eleven papers altogether (ten from 
Czechia and one from Slovakia); however, the first seven papers 
form a whole with general introduction plus six case studies from 
Czechia. In order to obtain atlases Volume VI and Volume VII, 
editors should be contacted on their email addresses.

We believe that it will be possible to continue publishing 
these atlases in the future too. The next atlas (Vol. VIII) should 
be concerned again on the LUCC from different countries over 
the world. 

 Ivan Bičík
 Head of the IGU-LUCC Commission
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