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FORTHCOMING MEETINGS 
 

TURKEY, Istanbul, August 2020  

The LUCC commission is going to organize 4 sections in frame of the IGU 34th Geographical congress which 

will be held in Istanbul from 17th till 21st of August 2020. Information is available on 

https://www.igc2020.org/en/default.asp and https://www.igc2020.org/en/LAND-USE-AND-LAND-COVER-

CHANGE.html 

The sections are as follows: 

1. Change in land systems and its implications on ecosystem and environment in high Asia; 

2. Driving forces of land-use changes; 

3. Land cover/land use and its change data-valuable source of information about landscape dynamics 

4. Long-term land-use and land-cover changes 

 
 

 

https://www.igc2020.org/en/default.asp
https://www.igc2020.org/en/LAND-USE-AND-LAND-COVER-CHANGE.html
https://www.igc2020.org/en/LAND-USE-AND-LAND-COVER-CHANGE.html
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LAST MEETINGS 

CHINA, Beijing, 22.–25. 8. 2016 

On August 22-25, 2016, the 33rd International Geographical Congress was held in Beijing. Thanks to its taking 

place in the most populous country of the world, it also became the congress with the historically record high 

participation. The previous record number of participants in a geographical congress (3199) in Cologne from 

2012 was clearly surpassed. According to the preliminary data, the main session was attended by 3412 

participants. The seven pre-conferences were attended by 758 participants (since most of them subsequently 

took part in the congress itself, the figures cannot be automatically summed up). The Geographical Olympiad 

taking place in parallel had 292 participants, mostly pupils and students, and the participants also included 

230 volunteers and 50 organisers. At least one participant represented 95 countries from the whole world. The 

most numerous were the Chinese (2236), accounting for 65.5% of all participants, while Hong Kong (34) and 

Macau (2) were counted separately. Apart from the organising Chinese, the most numerous representations 

were from Japan (122), India (100), the USA (99) and Russia (88). When it comes to Europe, most geographers 

came from Britain (56), Germany (49), Spain, Poland (25 each) and France (23). From Czechia, there were 14 

participants and a group of 7 people took part in the International Geography Olympiad. 

Within the programme, there were 9 plenary lectures and 156 partial sections, to which 2600 papers were 

sent (but many of them were not delivered because some, primarily domestic, participants eventually did not 

come). In addition, there were 44 sessions dealing with key topics, 16 special sections, 26 discussion forums and 

20 business meetings. 

The congress was held in the Olympic compound, within sight of the Bird’s Nest stadium, in the building that 

served as a fencing arena and the press centre during the 2008 Olympic Games. At present, this is a huge 

congress centre in which two to three big events can be held simultaneously. The localisation has the advantage 

of a large accommodation capacity in the form of several big hotels in the close proximity of the Olympic centre 

and a good accessibility by the underground from other parts of the city.  

The congress was held under the slogan Shaping Our Harmonious Worlds indicating that a large part of the 

papers were to be devoted to the co-existence of nations as well as co-existence of man with nature. 

The congress elected the venue of the congress to be held in 2024. There were four candidates: Melbourne, 

Dublin, Copenhagen along with Malmö and Prague. The General Assembly of national representatives was 

holding the vote on the second day of the congress, on Tuesday, August 23. The result was surprising. Although 

the IGU board strongly favoured Melbourne, a clear victory was gained by Dublin (24 votes), before Melbourne 

(10), Prague (5) and Copenhagen along with Malmö (4). The victory went to the smallest of the running towns. 

Perhaps this proved decisive: after all the metropolises in which congresses were held, the delegates may have 

felt like visiting a smaller town, in which everything is within the reach and in a human dimension.  
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The congress also elected the new IGU president and five new vice presidents. The elected IGU board for 

2016-2020 is as follows: President Yukio Himiyama (Japan), Past President Vladimir Kolosov (Russia), Secretary 

General Michael Meadows (South Africa) and Vice Presidents: Elena dell’Agnese (Italy), Joos Drooglever-

Fortuijn (Netherlands), Nathalie Lemarchand (France), Barbaros Gönençgil (Turkey), Iain Hay (Austrálie), Zhou 

Chenghu (China), R. B. Singh (India) and Rémy Tremblay (Canada). 

At the congress, changes were also made in the composition and boards of the individual commissions. After 

years in the board of the Commission of IGU Land Use and Land Cover Change, Ivan Bičík ended in it. The 

IGU/LUCC commission will now headed by Matej Gabrovec (Geographical Institute, Ljubljana, Slovenia). 

The next big event of the International Geographical Union will be the regional conference in Quebec in 2018, 

while another congress will be held in 2020 in Istanbul. After two years, an extraordinary congress on the 100th 

anniversary of the establishment of the IGU will be held in Paris. 

If the activities of the IGU/LUCC commission in Beijing are to be summarised in brief, we have to state that the 

issue was discussed in five separate blocs always after the planned four to five lectures. Unfortunately, a part 

of the domestic participants failed to come. I consider this an organisers‘ failure as they were unable to arrange 

this. On the other hand, it should be stressed that at least in another four blocs, the LUCC issue was discussed. 

However, this was mostly in connection with a different main topic (regional development, nature conservation, 

nature risks, etc.). This means that this issue, widely using the technologies of remote sensing and GIS, was among 

the most frequently presented ones at this congress, too.  

 

Ivan Bičík 

Head of the IGU/LUCC 2004–2016, Charles University, Prague, Czechia 

Head of the Czech Geographic Committee Tadeusz Sziwek, Ostrava University, Ostrava, Czechia 

 

INDIA, Hyderabad, 17.–19. 3. 2017 

This conference is the 10th in the series of Theme based organized by International Geographical Union (IGU) 

in the recent past. It was hosted by the Department of Geography& Geoinformatics, Osmania University, 

Hyderabad from17-19 March, 2017 at the Marri Channa Reddy Human Resource Development Institute (MCR-

HRD) Institute at Jubilee Hills in Hyderabad, Telangana, India.  

A total number of 306 papers were presented in 25 technical sessions and in plenary session.. For the first time 

a Poster Session was organized in the conference and it carried three best young scientist (poster) awards. Over 

400 participants took part in the deliberations of the conference. Of this number 345 represented 25 states of 

India and about 60 were from Hyderabad. Indian participants from universities, institutes, govt. departments, 

industry etc. were present. Around 28 International participants from 15 countries (Japan, China, Russia, 

Switzerland, South Africa, Poland, Italy and Sri Lanka) also attended.  
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The conference has discussed a variety of viewpoints to the topics, milieus and methods of study covered in the 

conference. The main themes focused on Biodiversity and Climate Change, Natural Hazards and Disaster 

Management, Urban Planning and Infrastructure, Urban Morphology and Hierarchical System, Urban 

Transportation and Waste Management, Natural Resources and Environment , Sustainable Development Goals, 

Urban Health and Well being.Youth , Gender and Society beside Urban Safety and Governance,  

Besides the President of the IGU, three Presidents of different IGU Commissions were present for all the three 

days of the conference. Simultaneously with the Conference, an International Training Workshop on Big Data 

for Science and Sustainability in Developing Countries was also held. It was organized by representatives from 

the Chinese Academy of Sciences. Around 57 participants took part in this three day workshop. 

Students of Osmania University presented a ‘cultural fiesta’ on day one. The conference concluded with 

valedictory function on the last day, in which the (Late) Dr. Manju Singh Memorial Young Scientist (Poster) Awards 

were distributed to the winners. 

 

Dr. B.Srinagesh 
Chairman, BOS 

Department of Geography, Osmania University, Hyderabad 
 

ROMANIA, Bucharest, Tulcea, 11.–15. 9. 2017 

LUCC Commission co-organized the IGU Thematic Conference on Land Use/Cover Changes, Biodiversity, Health 

and Environment, Local and Regional Development. The event took place in Bucharest and Tulcea (Romania) and 

was hosted by the Institute of Geography of the Romanian Academy and the Faculty of Geography, University 

of Bucharest as local organisers. 

The IGU Thematic Conference gathered four of the IGU Commissions: Land Use/Cover Change, Local and 

Regional Development, Biogeography and Biodiversity and Health and the Environment. The Romanian 

Committee for Future Earth – Research for Global Sustainability and the Romanian National Geographical 

Committee were also partners of this scientific event.  

The main rationale of the IGU Thematic Conference was to bring together scientists and stakeholders from 

various connecting fields in order to address different effects of ecosystems changes, to set-up mitigation and 

adaptation strategies and contribute with scientific information to local/regional land use, planning and 

environmental policies.  

About 85 participants from 20 countries (Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Germany, 

Hungary, India, Indonesia, Israel, Italy, Japan, Poland, Romania, Russia, Belgium, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, 

South Africa, Spain and Turkey) attended the event.   

The opening ceremony and plenary lectures were held in the Aula of the Romanian Academy, while the paper 

presentations, poster presentations and roundtables in Tulcea. 
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The main topics of this event were as following: Land Use/Cover Change and Land Degradation; Impacts of 

Land Use/Cover Changes on Biodiversity Loss; Causes and Consequences of Land Use/Cover Changes; 

Biodiversity Conservation and Management; Extreme Weather Events; Socio-Territorial Vulnerabilities and 

Impacts on Public Health; Environmental Changes and Human Health: Impacts and Inequalities; Distribution of 

Health Resources; Access to Health Care and Spatial Justice; Local Resources and Regional Specialization; Local 

and Regional Development: Socio-economic Disparities; Spatial Development and Territorial Cohesion; Cross-

border Cooperation and Neighbourhood Policies; Governance and Policies in Planning; Land Use and 

Biodiversity. 

The IGU-LUCC Commission organized two sessions (10 oral presentations/3 posters) on September 12th. The 

thematic sessions & roundtable discussions were focused on the complex issues the Danube Delta Biosphere 

Reserve is facing: land-use changes and impacts on biodiversity, local and sustainable development, isolation 

and difficult accessibility to health services, water and sanitation.  

Two types of excursions were organised for the participants during and after the IGU Thematic Conference. 

Thus, during the Conference, a scientific boat trip to the Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve was organised on 

September 13th and a field trip in the Dobrogea Region and the Black Sea Coast on September 14th. During 

these two field trips, significant scientific information was provided by experts from the Danube Delta National 

Institute for Research and Development, as well as by representatives of the two organisational institutions. 

After the Conference, between 15 and 16 September, an optional post-conference excursion was organised to 

the Romanian Carpathian Mountains and the hilly region of the Subcarpathians. 

A volume including abstracts, conference programme, and fieldtrip guide was published. The online version is 

available at: http://igutc2017.geoinst.ro/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/IGU_TC_Book_of_Abstracts_Field_ 

Guidebook.pdf. 

The scientific journal of the Institute of Geography, Romanian Journal of Geography (www.rigeo.ro), has offered 

to publish a special issue with selected conference papers. There have also been discussions on the publication 

of a book on trans-disciplinary topics. 

Overall, the main scope of the IGU Thematic Conference was to connect land use and biodiversity in order to 

understand the relationships between ecosystems and socio-economic systems, ecosystem services, and the 

potential risks and benefits to regional development and human health and welfare. 

The event benefited from the travel grant subsidy of the IGU which covered the expenses of 3 researchers 

attending LUCC sessions. 

http://igutc2017.geoinst.ro/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/IGU_TC_Book_of_Abstracts_Field_
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Plenary session in the Aula of the Romanian Academy 

  

Field trip to the Danube delta. 

M. Dumitraşcu 
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RUSSIA, Moscow, 4.–6. 6. 2018 

IGU Thematic Conference dedicated to the Centennial of the Institute of Geography of Russian Academy of 

Sciences took place in Moscow. In frame of the conference IGU Commission “Land Use and Land Cover Change” 

session “Land Use and Land Cover Change: challenges of globalization” has been organized. The Program 

Committee got 33 abstracts from Russian and international scholars pretending to present at the session. 24 of 

them were accepted for oral presentations, 8 for posters, and 5 redirected to the other thematic sessions, none 

was rejected. Later on the Program Committee of the  

Conference has decided to manage a plenary session on the topic “Land Degradation Neutrality”, and 

presentation “Understanding the dynamics of agricultural regions: complex analysis of land use and land cover 

data” (A. Naumov and O. Klimanova) was shifted from the LULC Commission session to the plenary one. Two 

presentations:  “Land use changes, desertification and human development nexus in the Thar desert region of 

India” (N. Varghese) and “Land conversions and bioproductivity trends in semiarid regions of European Russia 

in the context of land degradation neutrality targets” (N. Telnova) were redirected to the Special Session on 

desertification issues. These changes enabled fit all the LULC Commission Session timeslots in a one-day program 

of 5 June 2018. 15 from 24 participants who pretended to deliver oral presentations were representing 

different universities and scientific institutions of Russia, 5 were from India, 1 from Indonesia, 1 from Uganda 

and 1 from Ecuador. Most of presenters have focused on detecting of land cover changes on regional scale, 

comparing their findings with global trends, also relevant were such topics as land degradation assessment and 

relations of land use and land cover changes with the global climate changes. Not all of the authors of the 

abstracts have arrived to the Session, but most of them were present and participated in discussions, which 

seemed interesting and productive. 
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A. Naumov 

INDIA, Guwahati, 8.–10. 2. 2018  

The XI International Geographical Union (IGU) Commission Seminar has been organised by Department of 

Geography, B. Borooah College from 8 to 10 February, 2018. The Seminar has been jointly organised with 

XXIX. North East India Geographical Society (NEIGS) Biennial Conference collaborated by Commonwealth 

Geographical Bureau (CGB) and six IGU Commissions viz. Commission on Land Use/Land Cover Change, 

Commission on Biogeography and Biodiversity, Commission on Local and Regional Development, Commission on 

Geo-Heritage, Commission on Geography of Governance and Commission on Agricultural Geography and 

Land Engineering.  

This prestigious IGU Commission Seminar has been organised for the first time in this part of the country. The 

seminar has been attended by around 750 participants including 480 paper presenters, 63 chairpersons and 

co-chairpersons and 200 general participants including students. It is pertinent to state that 37 foreign delegates 

and 4 foreign students from 12 different countries like Canada, West Indies, Nigeria, Italy, Israel, Poland, 

Japan, Myanmar, Singapore, Australia, Bangladesh, Bhutan etc. have actively participated in the said event. 
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Moreover, the rest of the participants were from all over India representing 113 different institutions. The 

participation of such a huge number from all across the globe made the seminar a truly global one. 

Under the focal theme “environment and sustainable livelihood” the research papers, invited lectures, plenary 

lectures and the keynote speech have addressed and discussed the issues like climate change; bio-diversity; 

land use change; changing mountain environment; natural hazards and extreme events; population growth and 

urbanization; globalization, industrialization and environment; agriculture and bio-technology; ethnic conflicts in 

North East; remote sensing and GIS in weather monitoring development; geopolitics and conflict resolution; 

gender health and inequality; integrated river basin management; pollution and environment; mining, 

development and sustainability. 79 papers have been presented in 8 LUCC commission technical sessions and 4 

invited papers have been presented by renowned scholars. Finally, the seminar ends with a hope and belief 

that this kind of intellectually stimulating exercise and thoughtful discussion will bring the much needed 

knowledge, practices and approach for sustainable development of the country in general and north east in 

particular. 

D. Deka 
 

CANADA, Québec, 6.–10. 8. 2018 

There were following LUCC sessions proposed in frame of the 2018 Regional Conference in Québec: 

• Contemporary trends in Land Use and Land Cover identification and assessment 

• Land Use data sources from 19th century 

• Transportation and Land Use interactions 

• Land Use and Land Cover Change studies on global/continental level 

• Drivers of Land Use and Land Cover Change in rural areas 

• Drivers of Land Use and Land Cover Change in (sub)urban areas 

• Land Use and Land Cover Change on Mediterranean Islands 

• River and Floodplain Restoration: Drivers of Change and Implications for Land Cover 

Altogether, there were 17 presentations in the programme. Beside these sessions, there were LUCC related 

topics discussed at several sessions of other commission as well.  

In frame of the conference, the LUCC Commission Steering Committee members discussed on future thematic 

conference in Koper and LUCC Atlases. 

 



International Geographical Union COMMISSION ON LAND USE/COVER CHANGE 

 

13 

 
 

Matej Gabrovec 
 

SLOVENIA, Koper/Capodistria, 24.–26. 9. 2019 

From 24th to 26th of September, the IGU Thematic Conference titled Transformation of Traditional Cultural 

Landscapes was held at the premises of the Faculty of Humanities, University of Primorska in Koper, Slovenia. 

The Thematic Conference was organized by the Anton Melik Geographical Institute of the Research Centre of 

the Slovenian Academy of Sciences and Arts, and the Faculty of Humanities of the University of Primorska with 

cooperation of the Association of Slovenian Geographers. The initiative for the conference came from the Land 

Use and Land Cover Change Commission, with participation of additional four IGU Commissions: the 

Biogeography and Biodiversity Commission, the Local and Regional Development Commission, The 

Mediterranean Basin Commission and the Land Degradation and Desertification Commission. As a result of this 

cooperation among the five IGU Commissions, the conference topics were the following: Transformation of 

Traditional Cultural Landscapes; Mediterranean Landscape: Transitions, Prospects and Challenges; The 

Challenges Regarding the Planning and Organization of the Cultural Landscape; Land Management Practices 

and Global Changes; Conservation of Biodiversity in Changing Environment; Heritage of Lost Landscapes: 

Identification, Reconstruction and Presentation; Past and Present Land Degradation in the Mediterranean and 

Other Environments; The Concepts and Tools in Landscape Transformation; Land Use Data Sources from 19th 

Century; and Functions of the Cultural Landscape in Local and Regional Development. 
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Cultural landscapes are multifunctional landscapes which reflect a complex correlation between natural, 

historical, political, and cultural factors. Traditional cultural landscapes are shaped by traditional land 

management practices. The loss of these management practices leads to ecosystem change, which successively 

is likely to lead to the loss of important biological or cultural values. The extent of integration between 

environmental (ecological) and socio-economic functions of the landscape depends on the patterns and intensities 

of land use. Traditional land use is disappearing due to the intensification of agricultural production on the one 

hand and the retreat of agriculture from unfavourable areas on the other hand. Sustainable development and 

the conservation of biological and landscape diversity depend on the continuation of human intervention. In this 

way the traditional and highly valued landscapes can be maintained whilst also assisting economic and social 

sustainable development. Unsuitable management practices could be the cause of increased soil erosion and 

natural disasters. Appropriate policies should be applied to decrease such negative impacts on cultural 

landscapes. The role of landscape parks, as areas with high conservation value and high development appeal, 

is also important. They can be promoted as specific development areas while contributing to the maintenance 

of the cultural landscapes and biodiversity. The study of the links between landscape features and regional 

development is relevant for the development of policies related to land use and regional development, such as 

agricultural policies, regional policies and spatial planning policies. Cultural interpretation and significance of 

landscape can be also of controversial and object of disputes under circumstances of conflicts and political 

struggles. Thus issues of fair perception and valorisation of cultural heritage can be of special significance for 

geographical studies. Due to the location of the conference part of the sessions were devoted to the 

Mediterranean cultural landscapes. 

The conference, which represented this year's largest event of the International Geographic Union, was attended 

by over 70 participants from 23 countries and five continents. With the financial help of the Commission on Land 

Degradation and Desertification and the IGU seven young scientists from Bosnia and Herzegovina, Hungary, 

Romania, Japan, Algeria and India could join the conference and present their work. 

The conference consisted of two parts: lectures held during the morning and thematic excursions held during the 

afternoon. At least one plenary lecture was scheduled each day; the remaining lectures were divided into 

parallel sections. The participants presented a total of 60 oral presentations and 6 poster presentations on the 

conference topics. The afternoon excursions were related with the central theme of the conference. The first 

excursion took place in the Sečovlje Saltpans, where the participants learned about the importance of salt 

production in the past and its current situation. The second excursion was dedicated to exploring the 

geographical features of the coastal hinterland, partly terraced cultivated landscapes with vineyards and olive 

groves, and preserved mixed culture or cultura mista where orchards and other cultures were on the same land 

plot. We ended the day with a visit to the Rodica Wine Cellar, where we learned about organic wine 

production. The last excursion was dedicated to exploring the Slovenian coastal towns. 
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After the conference, a two-day post-conference excursion took place (27th and 28th of September). The first 

day was dedicated to Kočevje region where we had opportunity to see an abandoned cultural landscape due 

to German emigration during WWII. The second day was dedicated to Bela Krajina, a cultural landscape in 

peripheral karst area. With this we concluded an one-week thematic conference and post-conference excursion 

organized in the frame of the International Geographical Union. 

Selected papers from the Thematic Conference will be published in the special issue that will be prepared under 

the frame of the Open Geosciences Journal (https://www.degruyter.com/view/j/geo). 

 

 
 

Matej Gabrovec, Primož Gašperič, Matjaž Geršič, Miha Koderman, Daniela Ribeiro 
 

https://www.degruyter.com/view/j/geo
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PUBLICATIONS 

Krajinná pokrývka Slovenska a jej zmeny v období 1990 – 2012 

Feranec J., Oťaheľ J., Kopecká M., Nováček J., Pazúr R. (2018): Krajinná pokrývka Slovenska a jej 

zmeny v období 1990 – 2012 (Land cover of Slovakia and its change in 1990- 2012, in Slovak), 160 

p. Bratislava: Veda. 

CORINE Land Cover (CLC) data became a valuable source of original information for those interested in 

knowing the landscape of European countries and its dynamism. Recent monograph „Land cover of Slovakia 

and its change in 1990-2012“, prepared at the Institute of Geography of the Slovak Academy of Sciences, 

documents more than 20-year development of Slovakia’s landscape.  

Individual parts of the monograph describe CLC projects regarding the application of satellite data. The 

methodology of the generation of four data layers, particularly CLC 1990, CLC 2000, CLC 2006 and CLC 

2012, as well as assessments of their precision and generation of three change layers i.e. CLCC1990-2000, 

CLCC2000-2006 and CLCC2006-2012 are demonstrated in an easy-to-follow manner. Time-spatial 

characteristics about changes of land cover for more than two decades indicate the increasing trend in 

deforestation, decreasing trend in forestation, intensification of agriculture, construction of water reservoirs, 

and a mixed trend of the developments in urbanisation, and other changes. Part of the monograph also 

brings examples of possible solutions to environmental issues in Slovakia by application of CLC data (for 

instance, landscape fragmentation and abandonment of farmland). The final part is dedicated to a brief 

outline of the prospects for tracking the development of land cover in Slovakia in the future in accord with 

the European activities in this field.   

Monika Kopecká 
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Atlas Land Use/Cover Changes in Selected Regions in the World – IGU-

LUCC Research Repor ts, Volume XIV 

Dear readers, we are pleased to present here Volume XIV of the Atlas Land Use/Cover Changes in 

Selected Regions in the World – IGU-LUCC Research Reports (Atlas LUCC for short) prepared by the 

International Geographical Union – Commission on Land Use and Land Cover Change. This time, the atlas 

is largely devoted to the outputs of the project running at the Faculty of Science, Charles University in 

Prague “Heritage of Extinct Landscapes: Identification, Reconstruction and Presentation”. The project deals 

with the issue of the heritage of extinct landscapes in Czechia and the issue of land use and land cover is 

one of its main topics. There is also one contribution from colleagues from Russia and one contribution from 

colleagues from Slovakia (see the Content of the Atlas). 

The decision to publish further volumes of LUCC atlases was accepted at the conference of IGU 

Commission on Land Use/Cover Change held in September 2019 in Koper, Slovenia. At the conference in 

Koper, the participants interested in the work of the LUCC Commission discussed on further activities of the 

Commission and proposed  new commission chair for the next 4-year period  2020–2024. The attendees 

of the conference in Koper recommended preparation of further Volumes of the LUCC Atlases, which 

represent an important documentation of the LUCCresearch activities. During the discussion, it was 

recommended to reduce the number of hard copies and to support the publication of a digital version on 

the commission website (now: http://lucc.zrc-sazu.si/). Volume XIV has been prepared for the publication 

on this website. 

You can submit contributions for publication in further Volumes of the Atlas LUCC, which is prepared 

alternately by Yukio Himiyama in Japan (Hokkaido University of Education; 

himiyama.yukio@a.hokkyodai.ac.jp) or Lucie Kupková in Czechia (Charles University, Prague; 

lucie.kupkova@natur.cuni.cz). 

 

CONTENTS 

 

Preface 

 

I. Lucie Kupková, Zdeněk Lipský, Miroslav Šifta et al.: Disappeared Landscapes of Czechia 
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 CHAPTER 1 Disappeared Landscapes of Czechia: Introduction and Evaluation Method 

 CHAPTER 2 Boletice: How Rural Landscape in the Borderland was changed into Military Training 

Area 

 CHAPTER 3 Kačina: Traces of Aristocratic-style Man-made Landscape 

 CHAPTER 4 Krkonoše: Disappeared Landscape of Mountain Farming 

 CHAPTER 5 Kutnohorsko: Mining Landscapes of the Past 

 CHAPTER 6 Podbořansko: Peripheral Landscapes with Intensive Hop Farming 

 CHAPTER 7 Rosicko-Oslavansko: Former Mining and Industrial Landscapes 

 CHAPTER 8 Střední Povltaví: Disappeared Landscape of Deep Vltava Valley 

 CHAPTER 9 Suburban Landscape in the Hinterland of Prague: Disappeared Landscape of Intensive 

Agriculture 

 

II. International Contributions 

1)  Olga Illarionova, Oxana Klimanova: Green Infrastructure and Land Cover Transformation in Latin 

American Cities 

  

2)  Monika Kopecká, Daniel Szatmári: Agricultural Landscape Changes based on LPIS Data in the Pezinok 

and Senec Districts, Slovakia 

 

 

 

Lucie Kupková, Ivan Bičík, Faculty of Science, Charles University, Prague 
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IGU LUCC Commission publications 2017–2019  

 

Dumitraşcu, M., Grigorescu, I., Dumitrache, L. (eds) 2017: IGU Thematic Conference on Land Use/Cover 

Changes, Biodiversity, Health and Environment, Local and Regional Development: Programme, book of 

abstracts, field guidebook. Bucureşti: CD PRESS. Available at: http://igutc2017.geoinst.ro/wp-

content/uploads/2017/05/IGU_TC_Book_of_Abstracts_Field_Guidebook.pdf 

 

Ribeiro, D., Gabrovec, M., Gašperič, P., Geršič, Koderman, M. (eds.) 2019: IGU Thematic Conference 

»Transformation of Traditional Cultural Landscapes« – Abstracts and Guide Book 

http://lucc.zrc-sazu.si/Portals/31/Conferences/Koper/book_abstracts_final_compressed.pdf  

 

Two volumes of LUCC Atlases have been published recently. They are available on LUCC Commission website.  

 

Himiyama, Y., Bičík, I. (eds) 2017: Land Use/Cover Changes in Selected Regions in World, Volume XII. 

Available at: http://lucc.zrc-sazu.si/Publications/Atlases/VolumeXII.aspx 

 

Kupková, L., Himiyama, Y. (eds) 2018: Land Use/Cover Changes in Selected Regions in World, Volume XIII. 

Available at: http://lucc.zrc-sazu.si/Publications/Atlases/VolumeXIII.aspx 

 

 

http://igutc2017.geoinst.ro/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/IGU_TC_Book_of_Abstracts_Field_Guidebook.pdf
http://igutc2017.geoinst.ro/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/IGU_TC_Book_of_Abstracts_Field_Guidebook.pdf
http://lucc.zrc-sazu.si/Portals/31/Conferences/Koper/book_abstracts_final_compressed.pdf
http://lucc.zrc-sazu.si/Publications/Atlases/VolumeXII.aspx
http://lucc.zrc-sazu.si/Publications/Atlases/VolumeXIII.aspx
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NEWS 

Current land cover/land use (LC/LU) activities in the Institute of 
Geography, Slovak Academy of Science (IG SAS) in Bratislava, Slovak 
Republic  
Agricultural land abandonment is a widespread LU change in different parts of the Earth´s land surface. This 

phenomenon is especially notable in countries of Eastern and Central Europe, where the formerly intensively 

worked farmland has been abandoned due to the deep social and political change (disintegration of the 

deep socialist agrarian policy, accession to the European Union, increased tele-connections and joining the 

global markets). 

An example of such changes of agricultural land is Slovakia, where the abandonment of cultural agricultural 

landscape has been obvious during recent almost 30 years. It is a phenomenon perceived in this country as a 

new social and landscape-ecological problem. It is also a large-scale issue as the unused area amounts to 

approximately 435,000 ha representing 18% of total 2,423,478 ha farmland in the country. 

The theme of mapping the abandoned agricultural land (AAL), biomass quantification and its management is 

covered by the European Space Agency (ESA) contract under the Plan for European Cooperating States 

(PECS): Advanced Techniques for Biomass Mapping in Abandoned Agriculture Land Using Novel Combination 

of Optical and Radar Remote Sensing Sensors (ATBIOMAP); National Forest Centre (prime contractor), Zvolen, 

Slovak Republic, IG SAS (subcontractor); project link: http://atbiomap.nlcsk.org  

The temperature increase in the cities affects the quality of life of their inhabitants. It is one of the causes why 

many research activities focus on identification, analysis and assessment of the relationship between the 

density of urban fabric represented by LC/LU classes and its change and manifestation of the urban heat 

island (UHI) phenomenon. This theme is solved in the project: APVV-15-0136: Effect of impermeable soil cover 

on Urban climate in the context of climate change (supported by the Slovak Research and Development 

Agency – SRDA; prime contractor: National Agricultural and Food Centre – Soil Science and Conservation 

Research Institute, Bratislava, Slovak Republic; subcontractors: Slovak Hydrometeorological Institute, 

Bratislava, Slovak Republic, IG SAS Bratislava, Slovak Republic); project link: 

https://www.vupop.sk/projekty_apvv_15_0136.php  

The aim of this project is to identify and asses the effects of impervious surfaces which are parts of LC/LU 

classes of urban areas in three Slovakian cities: Bratislava, Trnava and Žilina. Model MUKLIMO is used for the 

purposes of UHI modeling. Inputs for this model are: Urban Atlas data (adjusted according to SPOT-4/1998, 

SPOT-5/2007 and Sentinel-2/2016 images) together with digital elevation model (SRTM model re-sampled 

into a 100 meter pixel size) and meteorological data.  

The outputs of the Project will bring important information for scientific planning and decision-making 

processes of communal authorities in terms of environmental territorial design.  

Ján Feranec 


